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Introduction 
 
omen are an integral part of the social structure throughout the world. 
They are the social conscience of a nation and their contribution to 
society and humanity is great. However, women constitute the target and the 
object of the masculine discourse and debate within which they (women) have 
been misrepresented and rolled out in metaphors or simply buried beneath 
carefully stylized figures. It was with the emergence of feminist movements 
that women’s cause came under serious attention and became a focal point of 
academic and other discussions and debates worldwide, aiming at the 
amelioration of their backward status to lend them dignity and self-respect. It is 
worth mentioning that education has largely been considered as an important 
instrument for bringing change in the socio-cultural and politico-economic 
position of women.  
  Although the argument that ‘education in a colony is meant to control 
and not to change’ holds largely true when one analyses the trajectory of 
modern education in India under the colonial rule. However, the very fact that 
the education system of the land received tremendous overhauling during the 
colonial rule would be hard to ignore/underestimate. The British of course 
guided by their selfish motives, not only set up different education 
commissions and under took various administrative measures to spread modern 
education but also greatly emphasized upon the education of women so as to 
emancipate her. On the other hand along with the political and economic 
degeneration, education and education of women in particular was the main 
casualty under the rule of the local Rajas and Maharajas in the indirectly ruled 
areas in the British Indian Empire. It is particularly in this regard that the 
directly ruled areas under the British Indian Empire were far better than those 
which the British governed/ruled indirectly. 
W
 Owing to the authoritative, sectarian and discriminatory rule of the 
Dogras the overall politico-economic and social condition of the people of 
Kashmir in pre-1947 period was highly ignoble. There was hardly any 
investment made by the state to develop the social and economic overheads. 
Nevertheless, it was the deliberate policy of the Dogra state to keep the ruled 
people entrenched in ignorance by not only controlling all the societal 
structures/ institutions meant for broadening the mental horizons of the people 
but also by discouraging any such external effort with a tendency to contribute 
to the emergence of political consciousness among the masses. The Dogra 
rulers accorded least importance to the development of education in the state 
and whatever little progress occurred in the domain of education in pre-1947 
was result of the painstaking efforts of Christian missionaries in particular and 
various other local religious organizations viz., Anjuman-i- Nusratul Islam, 
Ahl-i-Hadith movement and Jamaat Islamia in general. In fact, education in 
Kashmir under the Dogras was an elite phenomenon and the overwhelming 
majority of the population merely battled for survival.  
The condition of women was even more deplorable. The apathy of the 
state together with the traditional social mentality- women were considered as 
the second sex and subjected to innumerable hardships-created suitable 
conditions for the exploitation of women. Although she considerably 
contributed to the family income by working at home as well in fields however, 
she had little say in the running of domestic affairs. It would not be an 
exaggeration to say that education of women was almost a non-question for the 
state as well as the society in Kashmir during the Dogra rule.  
Thus, in 1947 when the dream of decolonization of the sub-continent 
ultimately realized the conditions of the people in Kashmir were much more 
deplorable than in any other part of the sub-continent. Besides the deplorable 
economic condition, literacy rate was also extremely low.  
After 1947 the living conditions of the people improved drastically. This 
was so primarily because of the demise of the Dogra rule, which was the main 
impediment to development of the state, and progressive outlook of the newly 
established popular government. Through the revolutionary land reform 
programme the state witnessed radical transformation of the rural economy 
particularly resulting in greater entitlement of the peasant to the agrarian 
production. This in combination with significant improvement in infrastructural 
facilities paved way for the social and cultural advancement of the common 
Kashmiri who now accorded importance to things/activities other than those 
directly related to his survival e.g. food production. Nevertheless, the 
Government also realized that along with economic restructuring the state also 
requires the development of educational infrastructure to facilitate its march 
towards progress and therefore established a vast network of educational 
institutions. Thus, it would not be wrong to underline that due to change in 
outlook of both the state as well as the people education received tremendous 
fillip after 1947.  
  Education of women in particular also received serious attention only 
after 1947 and came to be considered as the greatest pre-requisite for the 
success of any women and a fundamental human right and a developmental 
necessity. Not only did the state devise policies to create conducive atmosphere 
for female education but it also encouraged various other agencies as well to 
promote the cause of education. However, despite the efforts of the state a large 
gender disparity in enrolment and learning achievements persisted. 
 The present study aims at understanding the trajectory of women 
education in Block Pulwama after 1947 to highlight the factors largely 
responsible for impeding the growth of women education in the district in 
particular and Kashmir province in general. Another important objective of the 
work is to underline the lacunas in various education commissions set up from 
time to time and also to critically examine how far it was necessary to devise 
region specific educational policies instead of one pan-Indian educational 
policy.  
 The research work is based on wide range of sources, both conventional 
and non-conventional. The conventional sources especially comprise of 
primary sources viz., fieldwork, oral history, archival sources, travel accounts, 
official records and reports, gazetteers, census reports, newspapers and other 
records of the present. Interviews were conducted to gather information for 
making the arguments sounder.  
 The present work comprises of four chapters and a brief conclusion at 
the end. The opening chapter is a partial attempt to highlight the changes that 
took place in the educational system of females from ancient to the modern 
period and the steps taken by the government towards female education after 
1947. It also highlights the status of women education in Kashmir during the 
Dogra rule and underlines the contribution made by Christian missionaries and 
other religious organizations. The post-1947 State Educational Policies are 
discussed here with the intention to know whether women education was 
provided special priority or not. 
Chapter second besides other things highlights the various factors which 
proved detrimental for the growth and development of female education in the 
area.  
Chapter third deals with the role of public and private agencies in the 
area towards female education. While analyzing this, I have tried to highlight 
the policy of government towards female education and an attempt has been 
made to discuss some of the organizations and some individual efforts which 
played their role in this direction. 
The final chapter of the study deals with the achievements and 
bottlenecks that clearly give the grey areas. Here I have attempted to highlight 
the factors which led to the improvement of the female education and the 
limitations of these changes and the barriers that have been acting as a 
stumbling block in the way of expected development in the area. The study 
ends with a brief conclusion which summarizes the main findings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 1st  
Female Education in Rural Kashmir (A survey) 1947-2000 
 
“Education in its many forms is the process by which a nation 
transforms itself from what it is, into what it aspires to be”.1 
Evidently, education helps us to improve society however, while 
analyzing the role of education in improving the lot of the people; one cannot 
ignore the place of women in the field of education. Women have to receive 
proper attention in respect of their education. 
Kashmir is said to have been the seat of Sanskrit learning and this small 
valley has produced master pieces of history and philosophy. It remained for 
centuries the home of great Sanskrit scholars like Abhinav Gupta, Kalhana, 
Jonaraja, Srivara, Kshemendra, Bilhana, Suka and Prajyabhatta. Kashmiries 
writes Sir George Greirson, “Are proud of the literary glories of their land”.2 
Before the introduction of the western system of education in the state 
the indigenous schools- Pathshalas and Madrasas- housed in temples and 
mosques respectively, were imparting education to the masses. In the Madrasas 
the Muslim students were primarily given the knowledge of Arabic so that they 
may be able to read the Holy Quran.  Likewise in Pathshalas Sanskrit was 
taught to enable the Hindus to read their scriptures.3 
However, although the main aim of these indigenous schools was the 
removal of illiteracy4 but there is no denying the fact that owing to a multitude 
of factors education in general and female education in particular had 
historically remained confined to the very small section of the society.   
 During the ancient period women belonging to the upper castes were 
educated and allowed to participate in philosophical debates and discussions 
                                                          
1  Lakshmi Mishra; Education of women in India (1921-1961); p.1. 
2  George Greirson; Linguistic survey of India, Vol, VIII, Part 2; pp.241, 251. 
3   Amar Singh Chohan; Development of Education in the J&K State; Atlantic Publishers New Delhi; 
1998; pp.5-6. 
4  Ibid.  
whereas, the same gender from the lower classes owing to their economic 
position and social status were almost excluded from the formal system of 
education.5 
The advent of Muslim rule towards the middle of the 14thC did not 
produce any immediate change in the position of women in the society. Slowly 
the Purdah or seclusion of women became a common practice among the upper 
class and the women’s right place was considered to be her home. Education 
does not seem to have been wide spread among women of medieval Kashmir. 
No doubt women of the well to do families were receiving education as for 
instance, the careers of Sura, Hayat Khatun, Gul Khatun, Habba Khatun, Lal 
Ded etc, would illustrate, but for the poor and common women the benefits of 
education were not available. The condition of women become more 
deplorable as Kashmir passed on into the hands of Afghans, Sikhs and lastly to 
the Dogras. The continued suppression for centuries and tyranny of wicked 
rulers had deprived them of their intellectual refinements.6  
On the whole in ancient and early middle ages, the Kashmiri Women 
suffered certain unbearable disabilities. Among these disabilities, the most 
heart rendering was their intellectual poverty. In the traditional Kashmiri 
society women generally remained confined to or around the family. They were 
by and large deprived of education due to lack of resources and unfavorable 
environment.7 
   During the initial years of the Dogra Raj the system of education did 
not witness any improvement and there was hardly any change in the policy of 
the government towards education in general and that of female education in 
particular. Although, Maharaja Gulab Singh- the founder of Dogra rule in 
                                                          
5  P.N Bazaz; Daughters of the vitasta; Pamposh Publications New Delhi; 1959; pp.5-6. 
6   It was in these classes that heroines were born during the middle ages.Lalla,Habba ,Gul Khatun, 
Hayat Khatun and Sura to name only five of the celebrities’ who stand above rest in stature and 
who achieved undying fame in philosophy ,in poetry and in politics sprang from no soil of 
respectability but were the progeny of poor, toiling parents. PNK Bamzai; Culture and Political 
History of Kashmir, Vol. II, MD Publications New Delhi; 1994; pp.518-519. 
7  Ibid. 
Kashmir- was a patron of learning but in Kashmir he did not act as a 
progressive ruler and instead treated the land and its people more or less in a 
colonial way. In fact he was indifferent to educational advancement and 
physical welfare of the people and during his reign education continued to be 
imparted in the Madrasas and Maktabs and no aid was provided to such 
institutions, neither was there any system of supervision of these institutions.8  
The Dogra policy of indifference towards the development of social and 
economic overheads especially education continued even after the death of 
Maharaja Gulab Singh and there was no appreciable improvement in the 
condition of women under the successive maharajas. It would not be an 
exaggeration to say that:  the Dogras were neither efficient and intelligent nor 
wise and sympathetic towards their subjects. They were social obscurantists 
and political reactionaries; particularly their ideas about women were no better 
than those of barbarian tribes. In fact there was further aggravation in the 
wretchedness of women.9 
 However, as the number and frequency of European missionaries 
visiting the valley increased, Kashmir came under the influence of western 
education. In fact the credit of introducing modern education in the valley goes 
to the Christian missionaries and not the Dogra rulers. It was after the 
intervention of the British- the colonial masters- that some half hearted 
measures were taken by the rulers towards the development of education. It is 
therefore not surprising to see that at the beginning of the modern age, 
symbolized by the formal intervention of the British through the imposition of 
Resident in Kashmir, education continued to be imparted through schools 
attached to mosques and temples, functioning without any financial 
assistance. 10  Under the pressure of the resident more progressive and 
comprehensive scheme of education was adopted in the newly established 
                                                          
8  P.N Bazaz, Op.cit; p.209. 
9  Ibid; pp.194-195,215. 
10  Sir Walter Lawrence; The Valley of Kashmir; Kesar Publications Residency Road Srinagar; 1907; 
p.198. 
institutions which offered education to the people regardless of their religious 
and caste affiliations. Since education of women was looked down upon till the 
late 19thC and the system of Purdah system and early marriage was 
predominant, hindering the progress of women 11  therefore, the level of 
education of girls in comparison of boys was very low.12  It was for this reason 
that the education of women was among the top priorities under the new 
education scheme which aimed at improving the deplorable conditions of the 
women who had hitherto been confined to the four-walls of their house or 
engaged as co-workers in agricultural labour. However, the pioneers of 
women’s education had to face the orthodox opposition both from the pundits 
and mullas which could not melt away immediately as the society at large was 
superstitious and guided and controlled by religious elite, deriving legitimacy 
from the selective interpretation of the  holy script. Moreover, the Purdah 
observed by Kashmiri Muslim women, who constituted the overwhelming 
majority of the sex, discouraged them from attending the newly established 
schools in the valley. It was the steady efforts and influencing zeal of the 
missionaries that gradually the liberal sections of the society, both the Hindus 
and Muslim, started taking interest in the education of girls beginning with the 
learning of languages and later the study of other disciplines.13 
Thus, Modern Education entered in Kashmir primarily with the efforts 
of the Christian missionaries. They made the pioneering efforts to educate the 
Kashmiries on the pattern of European education.  This inhered in an era of 
modernism in education which made the Kashmiries realize their own abject 
condition and later to fight for their destiny.14 The Christian missionaries in its 
infancy had to face lot of difficulties. However, with their pioneering efforts; 
they were able to establish the number of school on the pattern of the English 
                                                          
11  Hardly had a girl attained the age of ten when she was married after which her duty was to look 
after the household and rear children. Tyndale Biscoe; Kashmir in Sunlight and Shade; Mittal 
Publications; 1921; p.156. 
12  Census of India, Kashmir, 1931; P.251. 
13   Tyndale Biscoe, op.cit; p 257. 
14  G.M.D Sufi; Kashir  - A History of Kashmir, Vol. II,p.801.  
public school 15  and the educational institutions known as Maktabs and 
Pathshalas gradually began to go into oblivion. Initially owing to the sectarian 
outlook of the Hindus and the antipathy of the orthodox Muslims, education of 
women did not make any appreciable progress however, the success of the 
missionaries in medical and educational fields (men) and the growing 
awareness amongst the liberal section of the society, both the Hindus and 
Muslim encouraged them to take up the cause of female education in Kashmir. 
To the missionaries, the education of girls was of outmost importance, for the 
girls would be the mothers of the future generation.16 
  It was somewhat between 1893 and 1895 that a girl’s school was opened 
in Fateh Kadal by the Church of England “Zenana Missionary Society”. The 
opening of girl’s school shocked the people of Srinagar. There were murmurs 
and whispers in streets. The people thought that the missionaries aimed at 
polluting the minds of young girls with impure ideas. The girls who were brave 
enough to attend were very timid and their parents were somewhat on the shake 
as the public opinion was against them.17 This school continued until the first 
prize day, some European lady visitors were invited to the school by the lady 
superintendent, thinking it would be an encouragement to the girls and their 
parents. But on the appearance of the English lady visitors, some mischief 
mongers in the street shouted out that the European had come to kidnap the 
girls. This episode resulted in the closure of the 1st girl’s school for some time. 
A few weeks later the school re-opened and surprisingly the school registered 
an increase in the number of girls. This phenomenal success emboldened the 
Christian missionaries to open another girl’s school which was attached to the 
boy’s school at Fateh Kadal.18 The Christian missionaries through brave spirit 
and inexhaustible patience removed one impediment after another that was 
placed in their path and ultimately come out with flying colors in the struggle. 
                                                          
15  Brain Holmes; Educational Policy and the mission school; p.161. 
16  Tyndale Biscoe, Op.cit; p.257. 
17  Mohd Ishaq khan; History of Srinagar (1846-1947); Cosmos Publications; 1999; pp. 151-153. 
18  Jeosy Building in Kashmir, p. 31. 
The missionary girl’s school brought an astonishing change in the physical 
appearance and mental outlook of women folk.19  
The education system of the state of J&K underwent a dramatic shift 
with the advent of Maharaja Pratap Singh in 1885 as modern education in J&K 
took shape. The expansion of education steadily continued in his time.20 As 
women’s education was a difficult problem to tackle therefore, the policy 
pursued by the state council in the beginning was to assist the missionary 
society to take up the cause of female education. When severity in public 
opposition disappeared the state government felt that the climate was favorable 
enough for it to start a few schools of its own in the city and if possible in the 
big towns. 
Nevertheless, Maharaja Pratap Singh encouraged Mrs. Amie Besant, the 
great philanthropist and public worker to establish a college in Srinagar in 1905 
for the advancement of higher knowledge in the valley. She named it as Hindu 
college. Later on the same college was taken over by the state and named it as 
Sri Pratap College with 1,187 students on its rolls. In 1912, the educational 
authorities appointed a mixed committee of officials and non- officials to go 
into the matter and report whether the time was opportune for opening girls 
schools in the state. The members of the committee included Dr. Dunichand, 
Chief Medical officer, Dr. Kulbhushan, Health officer, Mr., Nanda, Divisional 
Engineer, P.W.D; Mr. Shankar Koul, Head Master C.M.S School, besides the 
president and a member of the Srinagar Municipal Committee. The committee 
submitted a unanimous report to the Maharaja strongly recommending that two 
schools should be started in the cities of Srinagar and Jammu to bring the state 
in line with the rest of India in the spread of female education. But Pratap 
Singh remained unconvinced and much pressure had to be exerted on him 
                                                          
19  P.N Bazaz, Op.cit; pp.211-213. 
20  SL Seru; History and Growth of Education in Jammu and Kashmir (1872 A.D-1973 A.D); Ali 
Mohd and Sons Srinagar; p.35. 
before he agreed to sanction the proposal.21 However, it goes without saying 
that by the end of Maharaja Pratap Singh’s period some ground had been 
ploughed for the introduction and establishment of girl’s education in the 
valley.22 
The Government was however faced with peculiar difficulties. It had no 
doubt become easy to collect students but it was not easy to secure the services 
of adequately educated women to function as teachers. The number of those 
Kashmir girls, products of the mission schools, whose services could have been 
utilized for teaching purpose was very small. Thus, again the education of 
women relied on the unflinching support of the missionaries especially the 
missionary ladies.23 
The missionaries made people made people understand the importance 
of female education. Among the heroic personalities that made girl education 
acceptable in Srinagar were Miss Churchill, Taylor, Miss Robinson, Miss Fitze, 
and Miss Mallinson. The story of struggle of foreign missionaries against male 
arrogance and distrust forms a glorious chapter in Kashmir’s history of cultural 
renaissance.24 
 In 1903, the St. Joseph convent was opened in Baramulla and in 1912 a 
girl’s school was opened at Anantnag by Miss Coverdale with a roll of 100 
girls. 25  The Christian missionary society of London was eager to start its 
missionary work in the valley’s remote parts. So the town of Baramulla was 
chosen for establishing a school. The school tried its best to offer a multiphase 
programme of real education. In 1909 there were 165 students and in 1925 the 
number had gone to 365.26 In 1913, the 1st primary school was opened by Miss 
Fitze at Fateh Kadal in Srinagar exclusivity for Hindu girls. Muslims were 
                                                          
21  P.N Bazaz, Op.cit; pp.217-219. 
22  P.N Bazaz, Op.cit; pp.218-219. 
23   Ibid; p.217. 
24  Ibid. 
25  Ibid; pp. 211-212. 
26  Jeosy Building in Kashmir; p.31. 
considered too backward to look favorably at the experiment. The first 
Kashmiri Pandith lady who had the honour to give lessons to girls at this school 
was Tekri. She was familiar figure known as Tekri Master. Hargopal Kaul and 
Jankinath Kaul, both public spirited lawyers voluntarily co-operated with the 
educational officers in opening the school. Hargopal’s daughter, Padmavati 
affectionately called Nanni was educated privately. She worked as a teacher in 
this school which was later shifted to Chinkral Mohalla and raised to the 
middle standard and later on came to be known among Kashmiri women as 
Nanni’s Chathal (school) and it was here that the first batch of girls received 
their lessons in the three R’s (reading, writing and reckoning) besides some 
instruction in handicrafts like tailoring and embroidery. In course of time, the 
government started a Muslim school in Srinagar with an advisory committee of 
liberal Muslims to look after it.27 
In her yearly school reports Miss Fitze remarked, 
Our chief trouble is that Hindu girls were taken away from us early on 
account of its being considered improper for them to go out after the age 
of 12, until they are married .I have lost a number of promising ones in 
this way and consequently, the Hindu on the rolls were 35, while 
Muslims run up to 40.28 
In the beginning Miss Fitze faced a strong opposition from various 
quarters but by 1914 opposition seemed to have calmed down when the number 
of girls schools rose to three in the city. Regarding the response of the society 
towards female education, Biscoe remarks: “By 1916 the girls were coming 
well than ever before and mothers actually eager about their learning were 
commenting on the progress made by the girls school”.  In 1918 the school was 
raised to middle standard and it received a grant of Rs 700/- from the state.29  
                                                          
27  Walter Lawrence, Op.cit; p.225. 
     Annual inspection report for the year 1925 contained in school log book. 
28  PN Bazaz, Op.cit; pp.217-219. 
29  Jeosy Building in Kashmir; p.31. 
The C.M.S girl’s school underwent a radical change during the period of 
Miss Mallinson as principal (1922-61). In fact, it was Miss Mallinson who 
proved instrumental in bringing about educational and cultural advancement 
among the women of Srinagar. Under her inspiring leadership, the school 
became a hub of cultural activities. She introduced swimming, dancing, drill 
etc. The first mountaineering camp was organized in 1938 when about 40 girls 
participated in Mahadev Mountaineering camp. The main subjects taught in 
this school were English, Urdu, Persian, and G.K, Math and Natural sciences 
and later on Hindi was introduced in the lower classes in 1944. Miss Mallinson 
provided drawing, paper cutting, needle work, clay- modeling for the mental 
development of the girls. Women came to be regarded as useful members of 
the society and not as simple domestic servants within the four walls of their 
homes.30 
 The missionaries left no stone unturned in attracting girls to their school. 
The Church of England “Zenana Missionary Society” would themselves visit 
the houses and pickup the girls to bring them to their schools. In his address in 
All India Women’s conference, Dr. Muthulakshmi remarked, “Missionaries 
have done more for women’s education than the government itself.”31 
 In 1916, there were 311 primary schools inclusive of 36 government 
aided schools and 37 middle schools in Jammu and Kashmir. The number of 
girls institutions was however only 16 in the whole of J&K.32  
The year 1916 marked a landmark in the history of education in Kashmir 
when the state government invited education commissioner Mr. Sharp to 
examine the existing system of education and to advise the state government in 
its future educational policy. Mr. Sharp made various recommendations for 
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women education. The main recommendations regarding the education of girls 
are as follows33:-  
1. The establishment of at least sixteen new primary schools at centers of 
boy’s secondary education at an annual cost of Rs 13,760.  
2. Capitation grant of Rs 2 a year for each girl in regular attendance at a 
Pathshalas examination after two or three years study.   
3. Additional prizes and scholarships Rs 1000/ a year. 
4. The utilization of private agencies in starting schools and classes.  
5. A special curriculum for girls’ schools. 
  These recommendations were accepted by Maharaja Pratap Singh but 
were lightly treated by his ministers.  
By 1920 the girls education received some progress at the hands of 
government as one finds a Muslim school and five primary Hindu schools 
(three of the middle standard) functioning in different parts of Srinagar. 
However in reality the schools were only in name, the speed of progress 
discouragingly low, one could not find a single matriculate among the girls.34 
Besides Christian missionary schools in the province, there were other 
private institutions run by Hindu and Muslim organizations. But there was no 
increase in the number of private schools during the year 1905-06 nor was 
there any application received from any of them for state grants- in- aid. 
Further literacy among the males was 2.9% while among the females it was 1.6 
per thousand.35   
During the period of Hari Singh (1924-1947) the female education 
registered some remarkable progress. The state passed the Compulsory Primary 
Education Act 1932 making the girls education compulsory in Srinagar, 
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Anantnag and Baramulla. The state education department opened primary, 
middle and a high school for girls. The status of many primary schools was 
raised to middle school and there was enhancement of grant – in – aid to 
private girl’s institutions. The first reform which Maharaja Hari Singh 
introduced for the advancement of women’s education was the creation of a 
post of chief inspectors of Girls schools, Miss E. Channer; a highly educated 
and trained English lady was appointed to this post.36 
In  September 1927 Women’s Welfare Trust came into being in Srinagar 
with the object of advancing the welfare of the Kashmiri women by imparting 
to them knowledge by stimulating home industry among them and by 
promoting their physical health and well being. The founding members of the 
trust were theosophists like Miss Margaret E. Cousins, Mrs. L.D.  Van. Gheel 
Gildemeester, Sri Kantha Toshakhani, Shridhar Kaul Dulloo and Aftab Koul 
Nizamat. The most important of the plans formulated by the trustees for the 
advancement of Kashmiri women was the education of both girls and adults.37  
The trust started a primary girl’s school with five students on its rolls. 
Within four years, the number of schools managed by the trust rose to ten, of 
which six were primary and three middle schools. The number of students also 
rose to 575. In 1929, the trustees started a school for Muslim girls in the city. 
Later the number of Muslim girl’s schools managed by the trust rose to three. 
The trust also made a provision for at least one purohit Hindi teacher in every 
Hindu school and one mullah as instructor in Arabic in every Muslim school. It 
was in 1934 that a Girls high school was started by the trust.38 
 During the year 1928-29 the number of primary schools for girls 
increased from 66 to 74 and that of middle standard from 7 to 10. The increase 
in the number of schools was due to the opening of more grants- in- aid 
schools. This was further accelerated in 1930 when the number of students in 
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all government institutions increased from 4763 to 7037. The increase in girl’s 
schools was remarkable and showed that the people were realizing the value of 
educating their girls.  As per the Glancy Commission Report (1932), in the 
whole of J&K state, there were 144 girls’ schools of which two were high 
schools, fourteen middle schools and 128 primary schools. In 1936, another 
school exclusive meant for girls known as Presentation Convent was opened39 
and by 1937 there were only three high schools for girls in the whole of J&K 
state, whereas the number of girls schools in the state increased from 140 in 
1931to 241 in 1941. On the basis of above presumption, it may  be reasonable 
to conclude that the number of girls schools in the Kashmir valley might have 
been 70 and 120 in 1931 and 1941 respectively.40 
The Muslim political elite right from the foundation of the Muslim 
conference in 1932 played a great role towards female education. The leaders 
of the movement were highly educated on modern lines. In addition to 
mobilizing masses in favour of female education, the conference also 
highlighted the apathy of state towards its development. Moreover, a process 
was also initiated to send girls outside for receiving training and attaining 
higher education.41  Initially many parents were rigid towards co-education but 
later their attitude towards higher education of girls showed some flexibility. 
They began to send their daughters to male colleges as separate colleges for 
under graduate courses were not available for females.42 In 1931 there was only 
one institution, S.P College Srinagar imparting university education in the 
valley. There was no ban on the admission of girl students to this college and 
the enrollment of women students increased year after year. For the 
encouragement of the Muslim girls, Muslim schools were run and efficient 
teachers appointed e.g.; the primary Girls school for Muslim girls Maisuma, 
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Srinagar was raised to the status of Anglo Urdu Middle school and an efficient 
teacher from Punjab was appointed as its headmistress.43 
The Census Report of 1941 observed that the percentage of literacy in 
1931 works out at 5.9 for males and 0.5 for females. It was the realization of 
this educational backwardness that gave birth to the movement to accelerate 
educational expansion. The 1941 census figures for illiterates showing a big 
advance for both males and females.44 
 The success which crowned the efforts of the Women Welfare Trust in 
the field of girl’s education prompted other private agencies to open girl’s 
schools in Srinagar. The last decade of the 19th C in the valley of Kashmir 
witnessed the birth of socio- reform movements, which ultimately brought 
about a revolutionary change in the society. Though both Muslims and non 
Muslims were responsible for these movements in the state, yet it was the latter 
which had taken the lead.45 The religious and social reform movements also 
played a part in women’s education. One of the main motivations of the 
religious reform movements in setting up schools for girls was to counter act 
the influence of the Christian missionaries and their proselytizing zeal. Though 
the leadership of both the Muslims as well as Hindu community at askance the 
women education movement initiated by Christian missionaries but after 
sometime they too realized the importance of women education.46 
However, educational development of women remained largely 
confined to urban areas because the educational institutions as well as the 
activities of the social reformers were mainly restricted to urban areas. 47 
Moreover, in the absence of adequate educational facilities for girls, the Purdah 
proved inimical for girl’s education. This was so because the parents were 
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reluctant to allow their daughters to study with boys. That is why even the most 
enlightened western educated youth demanded a separate college for women 
and separate schools were established for boys and girls. The Arya Samaj, the 
Sanatan Dharm Sabha, the Anjuman-i-Nusratul Islam and the Anjuman-i-
Himayat Islam established their own girl’s schools along modern lines while 
not ignoring their respective cultural patterns.48 
 The Arya Samaj which was setup in 1892 was the earliest re-organized 
organization to start a socio-religious reform movement in the state. At the turn 
of the century there were four Arya Samaj associations in the state. Two of 
them were prominent which were located in Huzuri Bagh.49 With the passage 
of time the Kashmir Pundits extended their support to the Samaj in its social 
work. Mention in this regard may be made of the local reformers Shri Ram 
Chanderji Ahay, who worked to remove disabilities of pundit women. The 
main aims of the Samaj were50:-  
(a) To fight against illiteracy. 
(b) To raise the status of women. 
(c) To educate the women 
The Samaj in Srinagar was also engaged in educational propaganda. It 
maintained a girl’s school of the middle standard in Wazir Bagh, where in the 
number of students swelled to about 100 in 1931.51 
This was followed by other socio- reform movements started by young 
educated Kashmiri Pundits, namely, Fraternity society and Yuvak Sabha in 
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1930. 52  These too were in favour of female education. Frequent public 
meetings were held at which women were assembling in large numbers.53 
Although, the influence of Fraternity society was more than that of Arya 
Samaj but still then the Fraternity society with all its progressive outlook and 
advanced views could not succeed in the achieving its aims and objectives. 
However, as a result of the activities of the society a new type of leadership 
emerged which played an important role in Pundit community. The society 
could not establish schools for the education of women, but its workers served 
the cause of education by acting as teachers in women welfare trust. The 
society deserves much praise for taking steps towards emancipation of women 
through their educational propaganda.54 
The Yuvak Sabha and its activities brought about a number of changes 
in Hindu society, thereby adding much to the emancipation of women.55 Under 
the auspices of the Sabha, meetings were held by the Kashmiri Pundits in 
various parts of the valley at which women’s participation was significant.56 
Under Pundit Kashyap Bandhu’s leadership the organization became very 
popular by rallying public opinion to its stand. The reformers were successful 
in advocating women education. In 1944, Samaj Sudhar Samiti came into 
being. They made good progress in education for females.57 
The Muslim girls on the other hand were still backward. It was however 
in the late twenties of the twentieth century that the Ahmediyas made their 
appearance in Srinagar; Moulvi Abdullah courageously opposed Purdah and 
supported girls’ education. The social, economic and political changes which 
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occurred after 1931 contributed greatly to the emancipation of Muslim 
women.58 
 The fundamental aim of early Muslim socio- religious reform movement 
was to awaken and arouse the Muslim community form the slumber and sloth 
of centuries of exploitation. The Anjuman-i-Nusratul Islam was the earliest and 
most important socio- religious organization of the Muslims in Kashmir which 
was founded by late Mirwaiz of Kashmir Moulvi Rasool Shah in 1905. The 
main cause of the Muslim women backwardness as perceived by the Moulvi 
lay in their lack of education.59 
The leaders of the Anjuman had realized that the 1stpriority was the 
social reform among other things to improve their condition. During first 
decade of 20th Century Mirza Ghulam Mustafa was pioneer among the 
reformers. He was an important member of the Anjuman-i-Nusratul Islam. The 
members of the Anjuman recommended a number of reforms for females.60 
Though, Moulvi Rasool Shah perceived that the cause of the 
backwardness on Muslim community and more particularly of the Muslim 
women was the lack of education however, the role of Anjuman in its 
educational activities was limited in the beginning to the imparting of religious 
education. But soon the need for introducing the courses of study on modern 
secular line was felt by its members. The educational programme of the 
Anjuman included education both for males and females. The learning of 
education was therefore “A study of every man and woman”. The Anjuman 
fought for the cause of Muslim education and highlighted their grievances 
before Maharaja Hari Singh. The Anjuman took up the cause of lack of 
facilities for Muslim women education and their backwardness in government 
offices or services.61 It was the result of activities of Anjuman that education 
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among women community showed a rapid progress in the fourth decade of 20th 
century.62  In 1941-42 the number of primary schools increased to 198 that of 
middle standard to 41 and 5 high schools and63 besides there were Maktabs and 
Pathshalas engaged in imparting instruction to the girls,64 of which 25 were 
aided institutions. 65  The Ganganath committee appointed under the 
chairmanship of Sri Ganga Nath by Maharaja Hari Singh also furnishes some 
information about girl’s education in J&K in 1944. 
In order to provide a firm solution to growing problem for education, 
Maharaja appointed an educational reorganization committee in 1938 under the 
presidentship of K.G Saiyidain (Director of education). This committee gave 
first priority to female education. The committee made the following 
recommendations for female education66:-  
1. Scholarships should be given to girls in order to attract them to schools. 
2. Syllabus of studies in girl’s schools needs to be recognized.   
3. School building should be constructed to provide accommodation for 
women teachers.  
4. To ensure better inspection of schools two inspectors of schools should 
be appointed one for each province 
During 1941-43, special attention was paid to the development of 
craftwork in the institutions for girl’s education. The Ganga Nath commission 
made a number of recommendations for the improvement of female education. 
It suggested introduction of Basic Education system with craft as a subject. It is 
recorded that due to this scheme 1851 women received literary certificates. At 
the secondary educational level it noted only 150% increase in the number of 
girl’s schools. The commission further recommended the establishment of 
training schools for female teachers. It recommended the establishment of a 
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separate college for girls, so as to provide a chance to orthodox and 
conservative parents to send their girls for higher education as co-education 
was still a hurdle in the way. A noteworthy feature of the year under report was 
that, The Labour week and Refresher courses were held for the first time under 
the guidance of capable artist Miss Molka Ahmad. It showed a sound success 
as 40 women teachers participated in this training course.67 
With the passage of time the number of girl’s educational institutions 
increased. In 1943 there were in all 5 high schools 43 middle schools, 271 
primary schools, 8 Maktabs and Pathshalas and 2 training schools. The number 
of girl students at college level too showed an increase from 59 to 82 in 1942 
which later on raised up to 100.  
 In fact the problem of women’s education received due attention by the 
government and showed a satisfactory advancement during the period 1925-
1947. It is true that many of the recommendations made with respect to the 
staff and students of male schools, equally hold good incase of these schools. 
The government gave ample evidence of its generous educational policy in the 
way of encouraging the girl’s education by the award of generous scholarships. 
This represents a substantial advance and showed how higher education was 
becoming popular among girl students.68  
College education was received by about 2,400 students, including a 
number of girls in the colleges maintained by the government at the capital 
cities. There were two aided college in Srinagar and one at Baramulla. Later on 
another Intermediate college was opened at Mirpur. Books were supplied free 
to the female students of primary class through the state on a generous scale. 
Secondary education was free, except in a few high schools in the capital cities 
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and in some towns. Liberal scholarships were provided to encourage female 
education.69 
 In addition to this special grants were included in the budget annually 
for scholarship to females belonging to educationally backward or poorer 
communities. Special scholarships were also earmarked for girl’s students 
reading in colleges within the state or outside. During the year 1945-46, the 
expenditure on account of grant-in-aid to educational institutions for girls 
amounted to Rs 50,000/- 
Towards the concluding years of Dogra rule, education of females was 
making a remarkable progress. The existence of various government run and 
schools were sufficient proof of the educational activity that was going on in 
the state. The opening of government schools, the creation of the system of 
grant –in-aid to encourage private schools and above all the appointment of 
educational committees and organization of educational conference point to a 
change in the earlier educational policy of government. The missionaries also 
left no stone unturned in attracting girls to their schools.70 
Despite this, post graduate education remained confined to only a small 
section of people. The higher education for girls remained a dream owing to the 
non- existence of a women’s college in Srinagar. Many parents were not in 
favor of co- education. They did not send their daughters to the S.P College or 
the Amar Singh College for fear of public criticism.71 
 In spite of the various steps taken by the Dogra state female education 
continued to be very low as compared to that of males. Though, the episode of 
partition shook the educational fabric of the state, with a setback to female 
education in particular however, after some time things tried to recover again, 
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female education attained a top priority. In fact the real impetus in the female 
education came after the end of Dogra Raj.  
With the inception of planning in the state women education attained 
further importance. The first five year plan underlined the importance of 
education to act as vehicle for successful achievement of the goals of planned 
development. Regarding women’s education; the 1st plan stated that, “Everyone 
realizes the significance of the problem of women’s education in the special 
circumstances of our country today and the need for adopting social measures 
for solving it”.72 
The 1st plan coincided with the appointment of Secondary Education 
Commission headed by A. Mudaliar. The Secondary Education Commission on 
the issue of girl’s education stated interalia “in a democratic society where all 
citizens have to discharge their civic and social obligation, difference which 
may lead to variations in the standard of intellectual development achieved by 
boys and girls cannot be envisaged”.73 
 A National Committee on Women’s’ Education was appointed by the 
government in 1958 to go into the difficulties that hindered the progress of girls 
education. 74  Based on the broad recommendations of the Education 
commission, (1964-66) the government declared a National Policy on 
Education in 1968. Regarding girl’s education the policy stated “the education 
of girls should receive emphasis not only on grounds of social justice but also 
because it accelerates social transformation”.75 
Under Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, the first Prime Minister of the state and 
also as the education minister, education was accorded top priority. The new 
policy setup  of the state was embodied in a  pamphlet designated as “Naya 
Kashmir  Manifesto  or  “ New Kashmir “  which also incorporated the future 
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educational  policy in the state particularly laying stress on female education. 
Naya Kashmir proposed a new constitution for the state of Jammu & Kashmir, 
and there in, for the Kashmir valley and proposed reforms in number of 
spheres; political, economic, and social. Education figured among the most 
vital.  Article 11 of the Basic Right and Obligations guaranteed that, “All 
citizens shall have the right to education.” In light of this fundamental right, the 
state would provide “free-universal compulsory elementary education”. The 
education of females holds the top priority. Naya Kashmir popularized the 
cause of female education. 
 The aim of the Educational Plan was to carry the light of the knowledge 
to most of the remotest areas of the backwardness and ignorance and darkness.  
The aim of education was to turn females into active, real and sturdy citizens. 
For this purpose, National Educational council was formed. Much stress was 
laid on the education of females.76 
 The state prepared a scheme of female education on the following basis: 
1. Establishment of technical colleges and research institutes to prepare   
women for the higher technical work involved in the National Plan. 
2. To provide for a study for basic education. 
3. Establishment of a network of higher, middle, and primary schools and 
kindergartens on a compulsory and free basis for females. 
4. Special arrangements to be made for women education in accordance 
with the provisions of women’s charter.77 
The women’s charter 
 A declaration of various rights guaranteed to women in Naya Kashmir 
plan constitutes an important milestone in the rights of unheard humanity in 
Kashmir. This declaration of rights was called the women’s charter. Women in 
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Naya Kashmir were guaranteed equal rights with men in all fields of national 
life –economic, cultural, political, and social and in the state service. The aim 
of Women’s charter was to accord a woman just and rightful place in society. 
Naya Kashmir brought tremendous changes in the female education and thus 
the position of females got emancipation.78 
 The steps taken by the state and other private organizations after 
independence lead to increase in the female literacy rate. The literacy rate of 
females in J&K in 1901 was 0.11% which raised to 41.82% in 2001.Among the 
fourteen districts of the state; District Jammu crossed the national female 
literacy rate (which was 54.16%) by attaining the literacy rate of 68.79% for 
females in 2001. On the other hand, the lowest female literacy rate of 26.83% 
was recorded in Kupwara. The various schemes and policies of government 
lead to the improvement in the female education which continuously went on 
progressing. Thus, the status of women which was very low in the pre-modern 
period due to lack of education got raised and their position was emancipated 
as well. The following tables substantiate this para. 
Literacy Rates in J&K (1901-2001) 
Census Year Persons Female 
1901 2.40 0.11 
1911 2.67 0.13 
1921 2.79 0.33 
1931 4.28 0.67 
1941 7.17 2.31 
1961 12.95 5.05 
1971 18.58 9.28 
1981 30.64 18.37 
1991 38.00 29.00 
2001 54.46 41.82 
Source: 1981 and 2001 census. 
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Percentage of Female Literacy in Total/Rural/Urban Population 1981 and 
2001 (J&K State) 
Total/Rural/Urban 
Persons Female 
1981 2001 1981 2001 
Total 30.64 54.46 18.37 41.82 
Rural 25.01 48.22 12.19 35.09 
Urban 51.12 72.17 41.05 62.22 
Source: 2001 Census. 
Literacy Rate of Districts in Descending Order 
District Female Literacy Rate 
Jammu 68.79 
Kathua 53.92 
Leh 50.03 
Srinagar 47.97 
Kargil 40.96 
Rajouri 44.14 
Punch 35.30 
Udhampur 39.89 
Pulwama 35.40 
Doda 28.35 
Baramulla 31.42 
Anantnag 31.51 
Budgam 28.14 
Kupwara 26.83 
Source: 2001 Census. 
          Dramatic changes took place in the educational status of women since 
independence. Many steps were taken for the improvement of female education 
and in order to further improve the education of females different commissions 
were setup by the government. The following steps were taken for the 
improvement in women education: 
1. Separate Deputy Directors for girls education were established in the both 
the provinces. 
2. Scholarships were offered to girls. 
3. Special enrollment drives were taken up.  
 Eivol’s schools were started in areas where there was resistance to co-
education and women teachers were appointed   to teach girls.  As a result of 
this, the position of girl’s education substantially improved. Various primary, 
middle, high schools were established for girls. The various private 
organizations also continued their work for the education of females even after 
independence. The vidayalas continued on their mission to educate girls on 
modern lines. After India became independent, the IST government act to 
organize the education system in the light of independence was the setting up 
of University Education Commission in 1949, under the chairmanship of Dr. S. 
Radha Krishnan. The commission made the following recommendations for 
women education: 
(a) Education facilities for women should grow. 
(b) Women teachers should be paid the same salary as men teachers.79 
  In 1950, an Educational Reorganization Committee was formed by state 
government under the new director of education Mr. A.A Kazmi which 
suggested ways of bringing education in more responsible touch with the needs 
and ideals of “New Kashmir”. For girls in rural areas, a new subject called 
“The village Home” was introduced and Home science made as compulsory 
subject for all girls up to matric standard.80 
 In response to the demands of the people, a separate Women’s College 
was established in August, 1950, by National conference government at 
Srinagar with music and science as special electives. It was the first college to 
be ever opened for women in the state. In course of time, women’s college at 
Jammu was started in 1953. 
 In 1952, Secondary Education Commission was setup to suggest 
measures for reorganization and improvement of secondary education in the 
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country. The commission made the following recommendations for female 
education: 
Recommendations 
(a) Special facilities for the study of Home Science should be made 
available in all girls’ schools or in co-educational or mixed schools. 
(b) Efforts should be made by the state governments to open schools for 
girls wherever there is a demand for them. 
 During 1953-54, certain reforms in female education were introduced. 
Co-education in primary schools where it still existed was abolished. Separate 
schools were instituted instead. 
(a) The Mahila College for girls Jammu was taken over by the government 
and converted as a regular college for women. 
(b) Science teaching was started in most of the rural high schools. 
(c) Four new girls’ high schools, one girl’s middle school and fifty new girl’s 
primary schools were opened.81 
  An education commission was appointed under the chairmanship of 
Prof. D.S Kothari on July 14, 1964 which submitted its report on 29th June 
1966. The report of the commission was based “on the national pattern of 
education and on the general principles and policies for the development of 
education at all stages”. The commission also suggested various 
recommendations for the improvement of female education. The Kothari 
commission report on  national  education is  certainly  a  monumental 
document  as  it bears  on  all aspects of national education in India , from the 
infant to the university stages in a thoughtful and elaborate manner.82 
 During the period from 1950-1960, there was increase of 402 
institutions for girls i.e. increase of nearly 180% in girl institutions. The 
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enrollment of girls was 15,030 in 1950-51 and 60,799 in 1959-60. Thus, the 
enrollment rose more than fourfold during the decade.83 
On 1st April 1972, a committee known as Bhagwan Sahay committee 
was appointed under the chairmanship of Shri Bhagwan Sahay (governor of the 
state). The committee devised various educational policies and programmes so 
that it can lead to modernization and development. The committee made 
various recommendations for the educational system in general and also took 
steps towards female education.84 
Recommendations towards education of females   
(a) The education of girls and women in the state is a major problem and so 
special, earnest and sustained efforts are needed to solve it.  
(b) The trend in favour of co-education should be encouraged and women 
teachers appointed in boys schools, where, however, there exists a 
resistance, separate schools for girls should be opened. 
(c) Women should be especially encouraged to become teachers. In rural 
areas quarters should be provided to them. 
(d) Courses which are more useful for girls should be introduced to provide 
for their teaching in secondary schools and colleges. 
(e) In vocational secondary schools, courses in Home science should be 
introduced for girls. 
(f) The system of school complexes should be adopted at least in all rural 
areas. 
(g) The committee recommended establishment of “Mahila Kendra’s” to 
provide informal and semiformal education to grown-up women and 
young girls. The women have to be properly educated and devoted to 
run the Kendra’s. 
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(h) The committee suggested expansion of primary and middle school 
education for achieving universal education in the 6-14 age groups by 
1980-81.85 
On analysis of the period from 1960 -61 to 1972 -73, we observe that: 
1. The number of institutions for girls rose from 671 in 1960-61 to 2444 in 
1972-73, yielding an increase of 1773 or 264%. 
2. The enrollment of girls was 83176 in 1960-61 and 224444 in 1972-73, 
yielding an increase of141268 or 169 %. 
3. There was only one university in 1960-61 while in 1972-73, two 
universities functioned in the state, one at Srinagar and the other at 
Jammu.86 
4. The number of colleges for general education in 1960-61 both Arts and 
Science was 12 with 10 for men and 2 for women. The number of such 
colleges had increased to 23 in 1972-73 with 14 for boys and 9 for girls. 
5. In 1972-73, there were 4 degree girl’s colleges in the public sector, two 
at Srinagar and two at Jammu and three in the private sector, one at 
Rainawari Srinagar, one at Sopore and one at Jammu .The total roll in 
these colleges was 7465 girls. In 1947, no girl’s college functioned in 
the public sector.87 
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 The number of girl’s schools and enrollment from 1947 to 1972-73 
compared at various stages of education: 
State of Education Number Enrollment Number Enrollment 
High & Higher Secondary 
(Both Public & Private sector)     
8 1166 126 68000 
Middle Schools 
(Both Public & Private sector) 
50 4710 321 41000 
Primary 
(Both Public & Private sector) 
280 11917 1591 79000 
Sex ratio of enrollment at various stages of education taking a base of per 100 
boys from (1950-51 to 1971 -72): 
(a) In age group 6 to 11 in 1950-51, for every 100 boys at school only 18 
were girl students while in 1971-72, the ratio had risen to 100: 50. 
(b) In age group 11-14 in 1950-51, the ratio was 100:30 but in 1971 -72, the 
ratio had risen to 100:44. 
(c) In age group 14-17 in 1950-51, the ratio was 100:  5 but in 1971-72, the 
ratio had risen to 100-27.  
(d) In age group 17-23 years for higher education, we find that overall ratio 
in 1950-51 was 100: 12 while in 1971-72; it rose to 100:36.88 
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Chapter 2nd  
 
 
ituated 31 Kms from the main Srinagar city in south Kashmir, District 
Pulwama comprises an area of 1398 Sq. Kms of which 729 sq. Kms area 
is covered by the forests. In the north it is surrounded by Srinagar, in the west 
by Poonch and Budgam and in the east by Anantnag. Pulwama town, the 
administrative headquarter of District Pulwama, lies at an altitude of 1700 mts 
above the main sea level between 33 degree N to 34 degree N latitude and 74 
degree-52 minute to 74 degree-56 minute E longitude.89  
   Carved out of the Anantnag District, the District Pulwama came into 
being in 1979 in the larger interest of maintenance of law and order, closer 
supervision, more effective control and above all to ensure balanced 
development of the area. About the origin of Pulwama town no authentic 
information is available. The original name of Pulwama was panwangam 
which comprised of four local villages namely Dangerpora, Malikpora, 
Chatapora and Dalipora. At some stage panwangam became to be called as 
Pulgam, which with the passage of time changed to the present name of 
Pulwama.  
The district has rich cultural and historical background with legendry 
people having being born and brought up in the district and ancient kings 
choosing the area as their capital. Many historical remains have been located at 
Awantipora, Kakapora, and Jawbrara. The district has produced many great 
mystic & legendry people like Lal Ded, Habba Khatun, Mehjoor, who have put 
indelible mark in the history of not only Pulwama district but whole of 
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Kashmir. Besides this there are shrines of some great Sufi saints like Soch Kral 
and Wahab Khar.90 
 Up to very recent times the district comprised of 550 villages which 
were grouped into 5 tehsils, viz., Shopian, Pulwama, Tral, Awantipora and 
Pampore.91 However, with the creation and functioning of new hill district of 
Shopian (erstwhile Tehsil Shopian) from 1st April 2007, the number of villages 
falling in the territorial jurisdiction of District Pulwama has come down to 319 
villages and the number of tehsils to 4 only. District Pulwama now comprises 
of 4 Community Development blocks and part of Keller block and therefore, 
the reporting area of this district has reduced to 0.67 lac hectares from 0.98 Lac 
hectares. Pulwama Block consists of 45 Halqas with the population of 1.05 lacs 
souls, out of which 12000 is the urban population.92 
Generally speaking, the issue of female education in the large is 
emancipatory and rational. Female education flowered under the increasing 
impetus generated from the widened mental horizon of the indigenous 
Mahatmas (great souls), committed to the architecture of a new reformed 
society, which would pay women the respect and freedom they deserve.93 The 
education of girls is very important from every point of view. It is not 
considered as a sine-qua-non of social and national development. It is only 
through the education of women that can expect happier family life, increased 
production and economic prosperity.94 
For centuries together female education in Pulwama was neglected and 
hence the tradition bound people came to believe that the education of women 
is unworthy of any serious consideration. Most of the mothers themselves were 
uneducated; they never felt the need for getting education for their female 
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children and even in some cases for male children too.95 Moreover, unlike the 
boys, girls were made to assume domestic responsibility from an early age. 
They were expected to do domestic work in order to spare their mothers for 
agricultural activities.96 Even when education was imparted at the earlier stage 
it was withdrawn once they attained puberty, largely as a result of the 
conservative cultural values of the parents and rural way of living. Their 
education and personal liberty were also cut short by the taboos of early 
marriage.97  
The other difficulties faced by the women were poverty, social taboos, 
lack of economic and psychological freedom, religious narrow-mindedness, 
malnutrition, weak health conditions. People had psyche to teach only boys and 
to teach girls was against their religion. They could not participate in public 
discussions and were held responsible for infertility, failure to produce son. 
They were forced to accept all social customs etc irrespective of the fact 
whether it suited them or not.  
  Quite akin to people living in other parts of the valley, the people of 
Pulwama lived a very abject life under the Dogra rule. They were in a 
perpetual state of struggle for survival and thus could hardly think of diverting 
their resources to anything not substantially contributing to the domestic 
economy within a specified period of time. The education of the women under 
the Dogra rule has to be understood within this context. Thus, women folk 
considered as the kingpin of economic strength 98  –women worked in the 
family, in the kitchen and as well as in the field-significantly contributed to the 
economy which in itself became an impediment in the way of their educational 
career as liberating them for education would have a direct bearing on the 
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domestic economy. It was only after the end of the Dogra rule that the people 
of the area heaved a sigh of relief and conditions became favorable for the 
education of women. It took at least three decades to improve the economy of 
the area and to release the women from the condition of low ebb education. 
After 1977, with the boost in economy, the conditions started improving and 
parents started sending their daughters to schools and during 90’s in spite of 
insurgency female education got a stride improvement.99 
  Thus poverty was the main factor which hindered female education. The 
causes related to poverty within Pulwama were inadequate economic 
development, unemployment, meager income and capital deficiency, 
dependence on agriculture and high expenditures in relation to the marriage of 
daughters. All these causes of poverty had hampered the overall standard of life 
in past in Pulwama and people were not in a position to think in terms of the 
education of their wards. The best examples of this concern can be nowadays 
also observed in areas like Chatapora, Malikpora, Dangerpora and other local 
villages of Pulwama vicinity.100 
  Armed insurgency (militancy) started in 1990 but Kashmir militancy 
was not like Taliban militancy. It is true that education sector was affected by it 
during 1990’s but Kashmiri militants were not averse to education of girls. 
There was no such campaign launched by militants to coerce parents not to 
send their daughters to schools. Militants did not target any girl’s school and 
particularly Kashmiri militants are not motivated by Talibanization. There is no 
evidence that any female child has left her school or education under any kind 
of threat by militants. Militancy in Kashmir in general and in Pulwama 
particular has germinated on the basis of sense of deprivation of political 
freedom.101 
                                                          
99  Interview with Mr. Abdul Ahad Shah. 
100  Ibid. 
101  Interview with Nazir Ahmad Mir. 
  Moreover, the parental approach and attitude were both traditionally and 
culturally negative towards the female education in Pulwama. Since the 
immemorial times, female education had been totally neglected due to negative 
attitude of parents and older ones of the family. Girls were neglected right from 
their birth due to the desire towards the male child only. Girls were not only 
sweeping, washing, collecting water, fuel, fodder, caring younger siblings and 
animals, but also they were working in the fields and were helping their 
mothers in day-to-day work. The irony was that girls were hardly sent to 
schools. If anyone got enrolled, her education was withdrawn once she was at 
the threshold of attaining puberty. This was due to the conservative cultural 
values and further her education was cut short by her early marriage and other 
social taboos. Pulwama was mainly an agrarian society and people favored 
extended families to share agricultural work to boost the economy of 
households.102  
  The attitude of Pulwama women towards the education was unbalanced, 
negative, and full of fear due to the social bindings. She could hardly think in 
terms of her health care, self management. Her level of participation in family 
matters and decision making was very low. Due to the clutches of various 
social taboos, even thinking about education could have never occurred in their 
brains. Any venture in this regard could have forced them to face the wrath of 
the brute society. Thus circumstances forced her to remain away from the 
educational enlightment.  
From 1947-1967 there was almost neutral attitude of women of the area 
towards education. Even the education of men was at its low ebb due to 
poverty and servile attitude of people but there was an ideological shift after 
1967 and women of the area started thinking about education. The number of 
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female school going children started swelling and in the mid 70’s it was more 
than 35% of the total enrolment in primary and secondary school of the area.103 
  The religious and social reform movements played a vital role in 
promoting women’s education. One of the main motivations of the religious 
movements in setting up schools for girls was to counteract the influence of the 
Christian missionaries and their proselytizing zeal. Though the leadership of 
both Muslims as well as Hindu community at askance the women education 
movement initiated by the missionaries but after sometime they too realized the 
importance of women education. Yet another motivating factor was the 
provision of an education within religious framework.104 The dissemination of 
modern ideas and ideology led to an inevitable introspection about the 
strengths and weaknesses of indigenous culture and institutions.105 The social 
conditions were depressing. The most distressing was the position of women.106 
The social organizations like the Brahmo Samaj, Arya Samaj and the 
Prarthana Samaj tried to inculcate the awareness in the masses for the 
necessity of female education. The establishment of a number of institutions 
and promotion of social reforms ameliorated the lot of the suppressed women. 
Encouraged by the selfless efforts of the missionaries, the Kashmir 
intelligentsia took up the cause of women education. It was realized by the 
reformers that no country could ever make any significant progress in 
civilization whose females were sunk in ignorance. Through the endeavors of 
the missionaries and the social reformers, a humble beginning was made 
towards the education of women.107 Although the educational propaganda of 
these organizations remained confined to the city but at the same time it laid an 
indirect impact on the female education in the rural areas. Through the ideas of 
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these reformers, the people of the rural areas had to change their superstitious 
nature towards female education and so was the case with District Pulwama 
which could not remain aloof from these changes which had taken place in the 
other parts of the valley.  
  The response of the Hindu women was not much different from the 
Muslim women towards education in past Pulwama society which was little 
covered with ignorance and was not considered as important for them. Though 
Islam, talks about gender equality and gender justice and Pulwama was a 
predominantly Muslim area however, owing to the patriarchal nature of its 
society the women did not enjoy the rights which Islam gave to her. Also their 
mobility, especially among the higher social groups of education was restricted 
because of some evil practices of gender discrimination and to a considerable 
extent by Purdah system. It is all because of it that we now-a day’s find their 
share in the work force much lower as compared to the men folk.108 
 The Hindu families of the area had patronage of Dogra rule and as a 
result the Hindu women got an opportunity to get access to education. Prior to 
1947 they were favored in service sector and as such they were not averse to 
send their female children to schools. Thus, during two decades after popular 
rule i.e. 1947-1967, Hindu educated female folk dominated service sector 
especially education department at primary and secondary level. The Muslim 
affluent class women folk followed the fore steps of Hindu families and sent 
their female children to schools.109 
  Although Islam is not averse to education of females, but the traditional 
setup had created such a mentality wherein women education was not favored. 
It was not religion but poverty, conservativism, obscurantism, ignorance, lack 
of real Islamic erudition that stood as an obstacle in the way of female 
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education.110 It is thus not surprising to see that in pre-1947 era education got 
boost through the establishment of educational institutions by the religious 
organizations e.g., Jamaat-i-Islamia etc. After mid 70’s there was a paradigm 
shift in the ideology of people due to normal social changes which became 
instrumental for female education. Moreover, the steps taken by central and 
state governments after NPE (National Policy of Education) 1986 changed the 
scenario of female education in Pulwama. 
  Pir families in different villages of Pulwama were not averse to female 
education. These families were pioneers to send their female children to 
schools. This element served a motivating element to non Pir families later on. 
Some Pir male members were associated with Muslim Maktabs and Darsgahs. 
They were imparting religious education to both boys’ and girls’. This factor 
also paved the way for secular education of girls later on in government or 
private schools. Pir families got secular education also after 1947 and as such 
they got employment in education department as teachers during 1952-1964. 
Pundit and Pir families got employment as teachers and as such they 
contributed in the education of girls in this capacity also.111 
  Schools as agents of education and social change have largely promoted 
to the increase of female education particularly in rural Kashmir. The 
indigenous schools of Kashmir have always been in connection with mosques, 
where the boys and small numbers of females below their age of puberty were 
taught to read Arabic so that they may be able to read the Quran, but not 
necessarily to understand it.112 
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  Likewise the Hindus too had their schools, where Sanskrit was taught so 
that the boys would be able to read sacred Hindu books. To these two 
languages, Arabic and Sanskrit, Persian was also taught. The scholars’ age 
ranged from the age of five to sixteen or eighteen. They all were taught 
together in the same room, in all seasons. There was shortage of books and 
every scholar was equipped with a small wooden board (Takhti) and a bottle 
filled with chalk and water, which was used as ink.113 
  During the time of Maharajah Hari Singh in early 1930’s there were 
Jabriya schools. Boys and girls were forcibly brought out of their homes so that 
they can get education. There were Jabriya schools in different states of Jammu 
and Kashmir.114 This school was setup in 1931 by Syed Mohammad Yusuf in 
village Muchpona of Pulwama town. Syed Mohd Yusuf was the only teacher in 
that school. Mukht Ded resident of Dalipora Pulwama started door to door 
campaign and brought boys and girls out of their homes so that they could get 
education. Mr. Ghulam Nabi Malik of Malikpora belonging to jagidar class 
didn’t allow girls to get education. The jagirdar class had kept a control over 
other caste people but some great personalities of Pulwama raised voice against 
him and motivated people towards female education.115  
  In Pulwama town, there are also some Maktabs where both males and 
females are given Quranic education (Quran Nazira). Sabiya and Shabeena 
Darsgah are the popular Maktabs in the town. Shabeena Darsgah is located 
near Darul Huda (the head office of Jamaat Islamia), Washbugh (near the 
mosque of Mir Sahib). The Maktabs played a great role towards the female 
education in Pulwama. Besides imparting Quranic education, they also gave 
them knowledge about the basic tenants of Islam so that the girls will become 
aware about their religion. Besides Maktabs there was also presence of 
Pathshalas in Pulwama. Some of the leading Pathshalas of Pulwama were 
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Pathshala of Drussu, Pathshala of Hawl, Koil, Tenghpuna and Pathshala of 
Monghama. Poshkar Nath, Amber Nath, Ashoka, Makhan Lal were the Pundit 
teachers working in these Pathshalas. In these Pathshalas, Hindus also held 
meetings regarding their problems. Later these Pathshalas were abolished with 
the migration of pundits.116 
  After the end of the Dogra rule in 1947, the popular government under 
the stewardship of Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah started the reconstruction of 
the state on the lines underlined in the Naya Kashmir Manifesto. The future 
educational policy of the state was also devised in complete agreement with the 
document. Accordingly women were guaranteed equal rights with the men in 
all fields of national life–economic, cultural and political and in the state 
services. Every woman citizen was entitled to the right of working in every 
employment upon equal terms and for equal wages with men. The grant of 
rights to rest, social insurance and education were equally ensured to women 
with men. Establishment of wide network of maternity homes, nurseries, and 
kindergartens, primary, higher and middle schools by the state were ensured as 
a further security of their rights. Establishment of technical colleges and 
research institutes to prepare women for the higher technical work was one 
more important step towards their education. Special arrangements were to be 
made for women education in accordance with the provisions of women’s 
charter.117  
  There was political, cultural and economic revival after independence 
and now government established different schools in Pulwama. No doubt there 
were schools established before 1947 also but those were located in the main 
town of Pulwama and not in the rural areas of Pulwama and also the education 
of girls was of course very far behind the boys in schools. It was only after 
seventies of last century that schools showed positive role in female education. 
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It was possible only with the help of government efforts and with wide spread 
of means of transportation, infra-structure, electronic means of communication 
and mass media.  
  The attitude of society was almost neutral for establishment of girls’ 
schools in general. There was no resistance against this move. Also there is 
historical evidence that Girls Middle School Pulwama was established in 1950-
51 with great public fervent and enthusiasm. The establishment ceremony was 
attended by poet of Kashmir, Ghulam Ahmad Shah Mehjoor in a big public 
gathering. So the society of Pulwama was not averse to the opening of girls’ 
schools in the area. However in earlier periods from 1947-1967 the attitude of 
society was a bit neutral and after 1967 there was a paradigm shift.118 
  The first boy’s school was established in 1930. Its roll was 10-15 boys. 
This school was upgraded to high school in 1950 and to higher secondary in 
1965.119 
  The first girl’s school established in Pulwama was Girls Primary school 
located in Mohalla Dalipora of Pulwama town. It was established in 1940. 
Mehtabji, one of the leading supporters of female education was appointed as 
its headmistress. Shah Begum, another educated lady of Dalipora was 
appointed as a teacher in this school. The roll of the school in early days was 
only 30 girls. The main subjects taught were Persian, Urdu, Math’s, History, 
and Geography. English was one of the optional subjects. Girls Primary School 
was upgraded to middle level in 1955, to high school in 1960 and higher 
secondary in 1972. 120  In 1950 Government Central High school was 
established and it was upgraded in 1999 where both boys and girls got 
admission. In 1958 one more institution was setup i.e. Darsgah-i-Gousia for 
both males and females. In addition to general subjects, Quranic and Islamic 
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education was given in this institution. This institution also played a great role 
towards female education.121  
  After this, one more school was established which was primarily meant 
for girls but both boys and girls got admission in this school. It was Girls 
Primary School Malikpora. It was established in 1960 and later upgraded to 
middle level.122 
  Government Girls Primary School Kangan was established in 1961. The 
initial roll of females was 269 which rose to 501 in 2000. Government Boys 
Middle School in Washbugh was established in 1972 where the initial roll of 
females was 60 which rose to 129 in 2000. Similarly, Government Girls Middle 
School Dangerpora was established in 1980.123  
 
First Girl’s Primary School, Dalipora, Pulwama established in 1940 
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Girl’s Primary School, Malikpora, Pulwama established in 1960. 
 
 
Present Girl’s Middle School, New Colony Pulwama established in1965  
The government provided no particular aid to school except contingency 
(Financial help for books, ink, pens, uniform and books). The total budget for 
education in J&K in those days was around 3 crore. Some of the leading ladies 
of Pulwama who got education during that period and later held responsible 
jobs are Habla Ji (who was appointed as a teacher in 1971 and retired as ZEO 
(Zonal Educational Officer). Zamrooda Ji completed graduation in 1970 and 
retired as Principal in 2007, Halima Ji (Washbugh) was appointed as 
Government teacher in 1970 and retired as Headmistress of High School 
Tahab, Halima Ji (Prichoo) was appointed as teacher in 1968, promoted to 
Principal in 1974 and after her retirement settled in U.S.A. Vijay Ji was 
appointed as teacher in 1971 and retired as ZEO.124 
One more example of the qualified lady who contributed for the 
improvement of the status of female education is that of Habla Ji, resident of 
Dalipora Pulwama who got her education from Girls Middle School Pulwama 
and finally did M.A, B.Ed. She was appointed as teacher in 1968 when she was 
only a Matriculate. She completed PUC and B.A final from Anantnag College. 
She did her M.A degree (in Urdu & History) from Kashmir University and 
B.Ed from Government College of education. She also learnt different training 
courses (English speaking course) and software training courses. In software 
training courses students were taught how to make different types of models. 
After her appointment as a Government teacher, she joined Girl’s Lower High 
School Islamabad. After that she joined Girls Middle School Pulwama where 
she remained nearly for 20 years. On 1st August 1986, she got promotion to 
Masters Grade. On 1st October 2001, she was appointed as Headmistress of 
Boys High School Tahab where she remained for 2 years. After that she 
worked as Headmistress in Boys central school Pulwama for 3 years and in 
Boys high school Arihal for 6 months. The role she played towards female 
education is really appreciable. She had great affection and love towards the 
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girls and this factor inspired her to take interest towards the issue of female 
education. The education of girls became a passion for her. So she took much 
pain in educating females. Besides teaching them in the school, she used to 
teach a batch of girls at her home also. Sometimes she used strict ways to 
motivate girls, but her ways and efforts proved fruitful in motivating the 
parents towards the education of their daughters and in the long run for the 
improvement of female education in Pulwama. She was appointed as ZEPO 
(Zonal Education Planning Officer) in 2006. In 2007, she was appointed as 
ZEO (Shadimarg) and in the same year, she was awarded as best teacher for 
her efficiency and dedication in her work. She retired as ZEO on Feb 2010. She 
feels that it is only because of her education that she has a respectable position 
in the society. She feels that the dark days of the female education are over and 
now the females are treated at par with the males for getting education. She 
feels that female education has increased manifold with the result there is 
tremendous competition amongst the students for pursuing their careers. She 
feels that during her days a limited number of females opted for education and 
there was no competition.125  
  Besides government schools, there were a number of private schools, 
established after 70’s which contributed to the growth of education in the 
block. Mention in this regard may be made of Genius Middle School 
(Washbugh), Light House Public School (Dangerpora) which was a middle 
school, MET (Muslim Educational Trust) Middle School (Chatapora). Genius 
school was established by a Hindu whose name was Balji with an earlier role of 
40 students. The foundation of Light House School was also laid by a Hindu. 
Its earlier roll was 100 students. Similarly, MET was established by Noor Sahib 
(from Samboora), who was a retired TEO. Ghulam Ahmad Matu was the 2nd 
Principal of MET. The earlier roll of MET was near about 100 students. 
Basically, MET was established by those persons who were related to Jamaat 
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Islamia. These were Abdul Gani Pandith, Ghulam Mohidin Gundipora and 
Ahmadullah Nisar.126 
After these various other institutions were setup in Block Pulwama 
which contributed a lot in the cause of female education. Thus the 
establishment of both government and private schools played a great role 
towards the improvement of female literacy in Pulwama. 
  Through the establishment of various primary, middle and high schools 
for girls, the people were motivated towards female education to a great extent 
and now they developed interest towards the higher education of their 
daughters. 
  The Degree College Pulwama was established in 1985 which was earlier 
located in a middle school building having only four class rooms. Even 
students from Tral & Shopian were allowed to seek admission in the same 
college. It was inaugurated by Khawaja Sonaullah Dar who was also a local 
MLA. Women Degree College Pulwama was established in 2005.127 
The leading personalities (both deceased and living) who have played 
their role in motivating parents to impart education to their daughters are Mr. 
Abdul Samad Khan of Rajpora (born in 1937), Mr. Abdul Rahim Drubgam 
(born in 1935), Qutubuddin Mahir Ratnipora (1930-2008), Noor-ud-din 
Andrabi Pochal (1935-1996), Syed Kulsooma of Ratnipora (1940-2005) Prof. 
Hamida Khan (Tral) Dep’t of English KU (Kashmir University). These 
personalities were associated with education department and have played their 
knock to help in the improvement of female deduction in Pulwama. They have 
been instrumental in opening of girls schools during their tenure as educational 
officers in different areas of Pulwama.128 
  It was element of provision of schools either by public or private 
enterprise at elementary level that became instrumental in the development of 
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female education in rural areas which forms at least 80% of population. After 
1986, the universality of provision of elementary schools was instrumental for 
stride changes in female education in Pulwama. Thus the role of schools after 
mid 60’s was fruitful for present status of female education of this area.129 This 
improvement in female education is clearly visible from the following census 
table. The table clearly shows the total percentage of female literacy rate in 
District Pulwama as well as the percentage of female literacy rate in rural and 
urban areas of District Pulwama. 
Percentage of Female Literacy in Rural/Urban/Total Population in 2001 
(District Pulwama) 
Rural/Urban/Total 
Persons Female 
2001 2001 
RURAL 48.22 35.09 
URBAN 72.17 62.22 
TOTAL 54.46 41.82 
Source: Census of Pulwama District, 2001. 
  As per 2001 census, the District Pulwama (excluding Shopian) has a 
population of 4.42 lacs. The total literacy rate has been recorded at 49.60 
percent. In respect of males 60.70 percent and in respect of females it is 37.70 
percent. 
  Instead of hindrances faced by the women in Pulwama, their education 
continued to grow and develop. There was steady increase in the female 
education in Block Pulwama. All this was possible due to the policies framed 
by the government and the steps taken by different non–governmental 
organizations.  
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lthough there is no denying the fact that the life conditions of women 
had been very deplorable during much of the history of human 
civilization, however, the conditions of women in the Indian sub-continent 
further deteriorated as the civilization moved towards material progress. From 
a comparatively higher social and cultural position which women enjoyed 
during the early Vedic times- women of the earlier times were allowed access 
to different branches of knowledge and there are evidences to suggest that the 
gifted ones among them often took part even in religious and philosophical 
discussions130 - the position of women was reduced to a very low level in the 
succeeding centuries. Not only was she denied the opportunities of formal 
education but owing to child marriage, Purdah system, enforced widowhood 
and sati system she was subjected to innumerable hardships.  
It was only after the Indian civilization was subjected to heavy criticism 
by the Christian missionaries and imperial apologists on account of the position 
and status of women that the indigenous class of intellectuals took certain 
initiatives to ameliorate her conditions. Also it would not be out of place to 
mention here that to project them as progressive and benevolent rulers the 
British in India often highlighted the lacunas in Indian social system, largely 
responsible for the wretched condition of women. In fact, it was during the 
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colonial period that steps were taken to impart education to Indians at the cost 
of state treasury.131  
Thus under various pressures, issues pertaining to women were 
adequately highlighted and subsequently women came to be considered no less 
important than men. After the independence of India, education of women got 
further impetus as it was largely believed that education can prove instrumental 
in ameliorating the conditions of women by providing her various opportunities 
to secure economic position.132 Therefore, during the last five decades since 
independence educationists and administrators had been very much concerned 
about female education particularly in rural areas and various strategies were 
suggested and many girl specific steps taken in this direction. Here it would not 
be out of place to mention that though the state of Jammu and Kashmir was 
accorded a unique position in the Indian constitution and some parts of the 
Indian constitution were not applicable to the state however, the 
recommendations of the various commissions/ committees of the central/ 
Indian Government were followed by the State Government as well.  
 With a purpose to organize the education system as well as to comment 
on the status of women education, the Government set up the University 
Education Commission in 1949 under the chairmanship of Dr. S. 
Radhakrishnan. The commission noted the importance of women’s education 
and made certain recommendations. Some of the very important 
recommendations were:  
(a) Educational facilities for women should grow. 
(b) Women teachers should be paid the same salary as men teachers. 
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(c) Women students in general should be helped to see their normal places 
in a normal society, both as citizens and as women to prepare for it. 
(d) There should be intelligent educational guidance, by qualified men and 
women, to help women to get a clearer view of their educational 
interest.133 
The Radhakrishnan Commission clearly underlined the significance of 
liquidating the discriminatory attitude towards women and emphasized upon 
the need of creating avenues to attract women towards education. Another 
committee setup in 1958-59 to look into the interests of female education was 
that of National Committee on Women’s Education. This Committee also made 
various recommendations for female education. Some of them are as follows:  
(a) The education of women should be regarded as a major and a special 
problem in Education for a good many years to come and a bold effort 
should be made to face its difficulties and to close the existing gap 
between the education of men and women in as short a time as possible. 
(b) Necessary steps should be taken to create a special machinery to deal 
with the problem of education of girls and women and to assign 
adequate funds for this purpose. 
(c) The highest priority should be given to schemes prepared from this 
point of view and the funds required for the purpose should be 
considered to be the first charge on the sums set aside for the 
development of education.134 
Similarly the most important education policy which shaped the 
education system of India was that of National Policy on Education1986. The 
National Policy on Education also made various recommendations regarding 
female education. Some of them are as follows:  
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(a) To gear the entire education system to plan a positive interventionist 
role in the empowerment of women. 
(b) To widen the access of women in programmes of vocational, technical 
and professional education. 
(c) To create dynamic managerial structure to cope with the targets 
envisaged.135 
Despite various limitations, the implementation of the various 
recommendations made by the commissions/ committees greatly improved the 
status of female education and helped women in attaining a respectable 
position in the society. Moreover, various other centrally sponsored operations 
also contributed to the growth of education leading to drastic increase in the 
rate of literacy for both men and women. Mention in this regard may be made 
of Operation Black Board, which was a centrally sponsored programme, 
started in 1987. Under the Operation Black Board, basic facilities were 
provided to all primary schools in the country with an objective to provide the 
students with the necessary institutional equipment and instructional material to 
facilitate their education. Moreover, the provision to provide salary for an 
additional teacher to those primary schools that had an enrolment of more than 
100 students for a consecutive period of two years acted as a catalyst to 
increase enrollment of students more particularly girls who were particularly 
excluded from the education system. This also helped the cause of women 
education as the posts created under the scheme were intended to be largely 
filled up by women. It would not be out of place to mention here that 
provisions regarding the improvement of the school infrastructure also 
contributed to increase in enrollment especially that of girls as the absence of 
facilities like separate toilets acted as de-motivating factors for them to seek 
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admission.136 The provision of appointing at least two teachers, one of them 
preferably a woman in every primary school also helped in motivating the 
parents for educating their girl children. By 1992, 75000 posts were filled in, 
out of which 45000 (60%) posts were filled by women teachers.137 During the 
ninth five year plan the scheme was extended to all upper primary schools as 
well.138 
  In Kashmir also the Operation Black Board proved very successful and 
promoted the cause of women education to a significant extent. Under the 
programme network of girl’s schools was opened in the far-flung and 
backward areas of the state. Primary education of girls was accorded a special 
priority in the district of Pulwama as well and a number of girl’s schools were 
opened in the backward rural/ kandi areas like Keller, Pakherpora and Tral. 
Similarly, under KGBV (Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya-residential 
schools), this district has taken a lead in the state in respect of 
operationalisation of two residential schools of Model 1st (having 100 girls 
intake capacity) in two educationally backward blocks of Tral and Keller to 
woo girls of ST/BPL/downtrodden communities who are either orphans or 
whose families cannot afford education of their girls, one in Karmulla Tral and 
second in Baghi-Sangerwani Shadimarg. 
As a result of the various educational schemes Pulwama district 
witnessed considerable improvement in education sector in general and the 
education of women in particular. Not only was high priority accorded to the 
reduction of infrastructural deficiencies but attention was given to the 
establishment of a network of schools at the primary, upper primary and higher 
secondary level from just few primary, upper primary and high schools in 
1960-1961. In 1961, there were 20 primary, 5 middle and 2 high schools for 
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females in Tehsil Pulwama. But by the year 1999 - 2000, there were 176 
female schools at primary level, 45 at middle or upper primary level and 11 
high schools.139 A large majority (87%) of these are rural schools. During the 
last five decades 98 per cent of villages in Pulwama Zone were provided 
access to education through primary schools within a kilometer of the 
habitation. Besides greater access to schooling special measures were also 
taken to help girls to join the schools. These include setting up of girls toilets 
and providing separate girls’ schools at upper primary level to counter 
community resistance to girls’ studying in co-educational schools. Moreover, 
the opening of the residential schools viz., Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidayalas 
to target the most disadvantaged girls at the upper primary stage also provided 
impetus to the female education.  
Thus, it was the state itself which provided much of the education- 90.2 
percent primary and 72.2 percent upper primary schools were managed by 
government and provided annual maintenance grants and school improvement 
grants to each school at the elementary level.140 
Another important feature of the education policy of the state after 1947 
was that separate initiatives were taken to educate the adult women. In this 
connection rural literacy programmes were launched to educate rural women 
who for one or the other reason were illiterate. This scheme proved fruitful for 
the rural women as they could now move out of their domestic chores to make 
their own position in the society through education. They were enrolled in a 
large number with their enrollment to about 55% in 1995.141  
Like in other districts of the state the centrally sponsored model schools 
viz. Jawahar Novodaya Vidyalaya (JNV) also contributed to the growth of 
women education by admitting girls to a minimum of 28% of the total intake 
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capacity. Being completely residential with all facilities the school initially 
attracted the attention of the conscious section of the society who sent their 
children there for good education and afterwards the school earned good 
reputation in the district motivating parents to make their wards to compete for 
admission in the school. Another attempt was made to mobilize rural women 
for education through the “Mahila Sanghas” under the project called 
“Education for Women’s Equality” (Mahila Sannaikhya) launched in 1989. 
The entire expenditure of this project was borne by the Government of 
Netherlands. An important feature of the project was that a special group of 
women was set up to visit different villages to mobilize rural women towards 
education. 142  Also various incentives and special concessions such as free 
scholarships, free boarding and lodging facilities were provided to girls who 
were in dire need of them. 
In addition to the above mentioned initiatives which largely aimed at the 
overhauling of the existing education system various other measures were also 
undertaken to remove the obstacles to women education. Since the education of 
girls was largely determined by the economic status of the family, therefore, 
measures were taken to provide the low profile families some sort of 
assistance. Attention was also paid towards the primary and secondary schools 
in remote areas and recruitment of female teachers therein to make school 
timings more flexible so as to enable rural girls to attend schools without 
neglecting their domestic responsibilities. Direct incentives such as 
scholarships, stipends, free books, mid-day meals, girl’s hostels in rural areas 
were also offered to make women education more attractive for the parents to 
send girls to schools. The various schemes launched by the government like 
that of Mid-day Meal, DPEP (District Primary Education Programme) helped 
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in attracting girls towards education.143  Through these policies there was a 
great increase and improvement in the female literacy in Block Pulwama.144 
In compliance with the declared objectives145 the Mid-Day Meal Scheme 
was vigorously launched in District Pulwama and under the same children at 
the primary level and upper level schools were provided mid- day meals 
together with micro-nutrients and tablets for de-worming folic acid and vitamin 
supplementation. Officers of the State Government belonging to the 
Departments of Revenue, Rural Development, Education and other related 
sectors, such as Women and Child Development, Food, Health were also 
required to inspect schools and centers where the programme was being 
implemented.146 The Mid-day Meal Scheme laid an important impact on the 
education of females. It was a sought of attraction to motivate parents as well 
as their children towards education. Due to this scheme girls were also 
motivated to go to schools as they would get their midday meals in the school. 
Moreover, special attention was paid towards their health which was another 
motivating factor for parents to send their daughters to school.147  
Primary education got further boost under the Centrally-Sponsored 
Scheme of District Primary Education Programme (DPEP) which was 
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launched in 1994 as a major initiative to revitalize the primary education 
system and to achieve the objective of Universalisation of Primary Education 
through district level intervention. This scheme tried to fulfill three main 
objectives i.e. (a) to reduce difference in enrolment, drop-out and learning 
achievement among gender and social groups to less than 5%. (b) to reduce 
overall primary drop- out rates for all students to less than 10% and (c) to raise 
average achieved level. 148  By covering certain areas under RBA scheme 
reservations were provided to children (both males and females) of the areas 
for admission in professional institutions which had a great impact on the 
education of females, as their competition for various competitive examinations 
further narrowed down.149  
Moreover, under the NPEGEL programme (National Programme for 
Education of Girls at Elementary Level), more attention was paid to equate 
female education to that of male education. Under this scheme, additional 
classrooms were provided to the schools besides drinking water and toilet 
facility. In District Pulwama, under NPEGEL, 22 Model cluster schools were 
upgraded and provided with one ACR (additional classroom), TLE (Teaching 
Learning Equipment) grant of Rs 10000, craft training grant of Rs 10000, 
library books worth Rs 5000, sports goods worth Rs 5000 and cluster teacher 
award of Rs 5000. Females were engaged as coordinators on contract bases one 
for each educational zone to sensitize girls’ education in the monthly meetings. 
They conducted door to door surveys in these model clusters and compiled 
information on out- of- school girls. This scheme proved very beneficial to the 
girl’s education in District Pulwama.150 
Total literacy campaign in District Pulwama was started in August 2004. 
It had a sanctioned project cost of Rupees 130.00 lac for its implementation 
with 2:1 share to be shared by the central government and state government 
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respectively. Pulwama district strived hard to carry on the activity in true spirit 
and whole district was taken up in one go. The District Development 
Commissioner as a Chairman of the Samiti took keen interest to lead the 
campaign to its logical end. Project population of 15-35 age groups (illiterates) 
was equal to one lac people. The target group emerged after survey was 1, 
11,560 (Male=49010, Female=62550). Total achievement in phase 1st and 2nd 
was (Male=31222, Female=45043, Total=76265). Number of dropouts was 
4000.151 There was almost equal enrolment of girls with boys in elementary, 
secondary and colleges. For example, at secondary level, girls and boys were 
almost equal in number of school going children. At college level, there was 
45:55 ratios of girls and boys enrolled in 2002. Even in service sector girls are 
now able to get their berths in health, social welfare, finance, and education and 
even in public administration.  
 The cumulative impact of the implementation of the recommendations 
of various education commissions and the projects and schemes launched since 
1947 was that women enrollment registered tremendous increase in India in 
general and the state of Jammu and Kashmir in particular. The situation in 
Block Pulwama was no exception to the general trend. The growth in access to 
schooling was matched by a steady increase in enrolment. At the all Indian 
level the enrollment of boys and girls at the primary level increased from 13.8 
million and 5.4 million respectively in 1950-51 to 69.7 million and 61.1 million 
girls in 2004-05. At the upper primary level the enrollment increased 2.6 
million boys and 0.5 million girls to 28.5 million boys and 22.7 million girls 
between 1950-51 and 2004-05.152 The proportion of girls in the total enrolment 
has also been growing. Girls’ enrolment at the primary stage increased from 
28.1% in 1950-51 to 46.7% in 2004-05. At the upper primary stage, girls’ 
enrolment rose from 16.1% in 1950-51 to 44.4% in 2004-05. The overall 
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improvement in girls’ enrolment with respect to total population of girls clearly 
shows the tremendous increase in enrolment at primary level. Though at the 
upper primary stage the improvement was as good as at the primary level but 
there too the gap seemed to be narrowing steadily.153  
In case of Block Pulwama, only 492 girls were enrolled in schools in 
1961 which increased to around 12435 in 2001, comprising about to 38 percent 
of the total school going children. Considerable progress has been made in 
District Pulwama, so far as primary and upper primary levels of education are 
concerned. By the year 1999 - 2000, at primary level, enrolment of boys 
increased to 29530 while that of girl’s enrolment increased to 24892. At upper 
primary level, the enrolment of boys increased to 6052 while that of girls it 
increased to 6828. At secondary level the enrolment of boys increased to 7449 
while that of girl’s enrolment rose to 3879.154 
Role of Organizations 
Notwithstanding that the valley of Kashmir had been seat of great 
learning and an abode of great scholars during the ancient and the medieval 
times155 however, with the onward march of this great old civilization and its 
subsequent occupation by outsiders’ education and learning could not enjoy the 
patronage it did early. The main priority of the outside rulers was to derive as 
much economic advantage out of the valley as they could without any favor to 
the development of economic, social and cultural aspects of the indigenous 
society. During the Dogra period also education was the main causality both 
due to the overall pathetic attitude of the state as well as the lack of initiative 
and concern from within the society for survival was the main priority. It was 
later under the pressure of the British Indian state that some half hearted 
measures were taken towards the introduction of modern education in the 
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valley. However, as discussed in the earlier chapters the main credit for 
introducing modern education in the valley goes to the Christian missionaries 
who despite various pressures continued their mission and significantly 
contributed to the cause of education. Though the state took concrete steps to 
overhaul the education system after 1947 but there was no decline in the social 
activism of the missionaries especially their zeal to take education to the 
general public. In fact the missionaries now worked with greater zeal and 
opened schools outside the city of Srinagar to benefit the rural population 
without facing any adverse reaction from the masses, majority of who were 
Muslims. This is believed to be the result of some movements which emerged 
in the valley with a view to integrate the basic vision of Islam with the 
imperatives of modern time’s development of science and technology.156 
In Pulwama also the Christian missionaries opened a co-educational 
institute viz. Good Shepherd Mission School in October 1997 with Father Jim 
Bost as its Chairman and Sister Veronica as its Principal. No doubt they had 
come with their missionary propaganda but due to strong religious zeal of the 
people, they could not succeed in their mission. Thus they confined their 
activities only to educational infrastructure and its development. They played a 
great role towards education in Pulwama and besides curricular activities; they 
also started such co-curricular activities which helped in the overall 
development of the students. It was initially started with a roll of 20-25 
students but the role increased year after year. Earlier, parents were not ready 
to send their children to this institute but later they were motivated by the 
educational zeal of these missionaries and they started to send their children in 
this institute. They treated children with great care and love. Games, debates, 
seminars, all these activities are conducted in this institute. Besides the 
knowledge of general subjects the students are also trained for various 
competitive tests such as state level quiz, inter -district debate, inter district 
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games. The students are also trained in the knowledge of art (drawing, painting, 
model-making). Head boys and Head girls are appointed so that they can 
inform the administration about the issues and problems of students. Regular 
and proper attendance of students is maintained and that too with strict rules so 
that there will be least number of absentees. These missionaries have tried their 
level best so that by way of their educational propaganda they can make overall 
development of students.157 
Among the indigenous organizations the most vital contribution towards 
the education came from the Jamaat-i-Islami Jammu and Kashmir, which was 
undoubtedly the most well organized movement in Kashmir. In fact the 
Jamaat-i-Islamia of Jammu and Kashmir was one of the earliest non-
governmental organizations in Kashmir to enter the sphere of educational 
scheme. Here it is pertinent to mention that the origin of Islamic reformism in 
Kashmir, of which Jamaat–i-Islami Jammu and Kashmir is a product, may be 
traced back to the late nineteenth century, which witnessed the birth of new 
stirrings among the urban Kashmiri Muslim middle class, championing the 
interests of the Muslim majority community against Dogra rule. One of the 
pioneers in this regard was the Mirwaiz of Kashmir, Maulana Moulvi Rasool 
Shah (1855-1909), Imam of Jamia Masjid, Srinagar. The Jamaat wanted to 
bring a social revolution in the state of Jammu and Kashmir for which 
education of masses was important especially of those who were earlier denied 
to it firstly under the Dogra rule and then after the partition as well.158  
The Jamaat Islamia of Jammu and Kashmir established a number of 
educational institutions with good standard in which modern disciplines as well 
as basic subjects were taught. Through its network of schools the Jamaat did lit 
the flame of a noble mission whose basic ingredients were; the lone worship of 
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the one God; the lone of the hereafter; and the fellow feeling.159 The Jamaat 
created its students union, Islami Jamat-i-Tulakah to spread Maududis 
influence on future generation. Besides that the Jamaat were constantly 
reminded the separate communal identity of the Muslims, the Islamic identity 
of the state of Jammu and Kashmir and its disputed status.160 The first school 
established by Jamaat-i-Islamia was at Nawabazar in the heart of Srinagar city. 
The school was started with just five students on roll with a teacher to guide 
them.161 Overtimes many of the primary schools that the Jamaat set up grew 
into middle and higher schools. JIJK (Jamaat-i-Islamia of Jammu and 
Kashmir) played a great role towards female education. Separate schools were 
setup for boys and girls. However in some places, where co-education was 
provided, separate sections were made for boys and girls. The girls were taught 
broadly the same mix of modern and Islamic disciples as the boys, although 
they were also made to study Home Science. All the teachers at the girl’s 
schools were women.162  “Girls education is as important as that of boys”, 
Maududis writes. ‘No committee can advance if its females are ignorant’; he 
says. He recommends that girls learn the same subjects as boys but he opposes 
co-education. He writes “the medium of instruction for both boys and girls 
should be mother tongue and English should be taught jut as any other subject 
rather than being privileged as the medium as is the case in most elitist schools 
and colleges.” Jamaat-i-Islamia opened a number of schools for girls.163 
Jamaat-i-Islamia started a network of elementary schools after mid 60s 
in various villages of Pulwama. In addition to Islamia and Arabic these schools 
also imparted education of all the subjects taught in government schools i.e.; 
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Math’s, English, GK, Science etc. These schools motivated a better chunk of 
female children in their enrolment. These schools did not discriminate in their 
admission policy on gender basis. So a number of girl candidates who passed 
out at 5th grade got admission in government middle and high schools in 
different areas of Pulwama. These schools were run under Falahi-aam trust 
(FAT). These schools were organized in a best manner and as such these 
schools played a pivotal role for more than a decade from 1962-1976. 
Moreover, some seminaries (Muslim scholars) like Maulana Noor-ud-din Tral 
and Maulana Ghulam Mohidin Aizim Sahib were instrumental in the present 
status of female education in Pulwama. Taleem-ul- Islam (girls’ wing) Tral 
under the management of Maulana Noor sahib played a tremendous role for 
female education.164 
Some of the personalities of Pulwama who had affiliations with Jamaat-
i- Islamia and significantly contributed to the development of education in the 
area were Ghulam Muhammad Khan (Dalipora), Habib-ullah Malik (Clerk in 
education department) from Malik Pora, Abdul Aziz Wani (Dalipora), Ghulam 
Muhammad Malik (New Colony), Ali Mohd Khan (Chatapora). They helped in 
setting up a number of schools which were later run by Falahi-aam trust (Wing 
of Jamaat-i-Islamia) viz., Murran Primary School (opened before 1986), 
Urichersoo Middle School (1985), Karimabad Middle School,  Pinglena (New 
Era High School 1991), Koil High School, Lajoora School , Bandzoo School. 
Dar-ul-Huda is the head Office of Jamaat-i-Islamia in Pulwama where the 
members of this organization hold meetings. It is located near MMET 
Pulwama, the school run by Falahi-aam trust and started by those personalities 
related to Jamaat-i-Islamia. 165  
  Since the Jamaat was against the various un-Islamic practices which 
otherwise had a popular appeal, therefore, the earlier Jamaat-i-Islamia schools 
had to face opposition, but later their importance & role towards education was 
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recognized, and people provided donations to these schools. Jamaat-i-Islamia 
played a great role in creating awareness among people regarding religious 
knowledge. They conducted Eid-Milad functions, Friday Khutbaat to provide 
religious education to people.  
 Other Islamic organizations viz. Islamic Study Circle and Jamaat Ahl-I-
Hadis also helped to the noble cause of education and opened schools in 
different parts of the state. The schools viz. Abu Hanifa School (1980) Shah 
Hamadan (Shopian), Tabligul-Islam (Monghama), Dar-ul-Uloom (Gudoora) 
was opened by Islamic study circle in 1990-1992. Jamaat Ahl-I-Hadis formed 
after 1950 laid stress on education (both male & female), opened schools in 
different areas of Jammu and Kashmir and in Pulwama district also. In 1990 
they opened school in Shopian (Mohammadia School). The personalities 
related to Tabligul–Islam were Ghulam Mohidin Aizim, Mohd Amin Shah 
(Washbugh), Manzoor Ahmad Wani (Moulvi & Teacher), Nazir Ahmad 
(Dangerpora), Manzoor Ahmad Malik (Rangmulla). The persons related to 
Islamic Study Circle are Aizim Sahib, Ghulam Mohd Khan (Dalipora) who is 
retired teacher, Ali Mohd Malik (Arz-Navees) from Chatapora Pulwama.166 
One more trust “Madrassa Fatima Zahra” was established by Mr. 
Mushtaq Ahmad Mir in 2003 for poor and orphan girls. In this institute girls 
are provided both religious and secular education. There is special lodging 
arrangement for these girls. It was started with an initial roll of 20 girls which 
rose to 60 in recent years. The girls are trained very well in religious education 
so that they can impart this knowledge to others also.167 
Individual efforts 
Besides the government and private agencies/organizations various 
individuals in their personal capacities also contributed to the development of 
education in Block Pulwama. Mention in this regard may be made of Late Haji 
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Abdul Rehman Parra168 of the village Naira located at a distance of 5 Kms from 
the district headquarter who played a key role in establishing a girl’s school in 
his village. Not only did he manage to construct few rooms of the school but he 
also set an example by sending his own daughters and nieces to the school 
when nobody else was willing to enroll his/her daughter. There is a popular 
folk that during the construction of the school rooms (near the Shrine of Hazrat 
NEK Shah Sahib (RA)) a tree in the lawn of the holy shrine was to be cut 
which nobody dared to touch as the tree was highly revered by all. Haji Para 
decided to cut it and told the laborers to cut it. Nobody dared to do so as the 
superstitious people believed that one who will do any harm to the tree shall 
have to incur some huge loss. Haji Para had no other option than to take the axe 
in his own hands. The tree fell and the school was constructed. Seeing that 
nothing happened to Haji Parra, the people started thinking about sending their 
daughters to school.169 
Seeing the efforts of this man the Government came forward and 
recognized the school as the Government Girls’ Primary School in fifties. It 
was subsequently upgraded to Girl’s Middle School. Leaving aside Pulwama 
Girls School, it was the only girls school within the radius of around 12 Kms. 
Presently the village has around 90% female literacy rate and the village has 
produced many highly qualified female teachers who are further engaged in the 
improving of the status of female education and for the emancipation of 
women.  
Another person from the same village who significantly promoted 
education in general and women education in particular is Mr. Ahmadullah 
Nisar. In 1956 he started a Girls Primary School namely “Naya Kashmir 
Primary School Naira” with the help of some respectable people of Village 
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such as Late Abdul Rehman Parra, Late Abdul Aziz Nengroo & Late Mohd 
Ahsan Mir. It was a three roomed school with 30 girls and 15 boys. In 1960 the 
school was upgraded to middle school and in 1964 to high school. In those 
days, somehow small pox disease spread in this village. People were very 
superstitious. They created their own cause for the spread of this disease. They 
said that the establishment of girl’s school in the village was responsible for the 
disease. But some great personalities of this village persuaded people not to 
spread such superstitions and myths and after sometime situation came to the 
normal line. Ahmadullah first worked as a teacher in “Naya Kashmir Primary 
Girls School Naira.” After that he worked in Girls Primary School Zainapora, 
Tahab and Wasura. In 1977, Mr. Ahmadullah Nissar and some of the leading 
personalities of Pulwama, Ghulam Mohidin Malik (Pampore), Peer Noorudin 
(Samboora), Ghulam Nabi Lone (Hefh Shermaal), Late Habib-ullah Bhat from 
Boonura, Ali Mohd Magmoom (Bandzoo), Ghulam Qadir Wani (Gusso), 
Abdul Rahim Bhat (Drubgam) established a school known by the name of 
MET (Muslim Educational Trust) at Pulwama. It was a co-educational institute. 
Besides general subjects, Quran & Islamiyat were also taught in this institution. 
It had basically affiliation with MET Sopore. In its initial days, people showed 
some opposition and reaction against it but later on they understood the 
administration and working of this institute & began to send their children to 
this school.170 In 1995, the name of this institute was changed from MET to 
MMET (i.e., from Muslim Educational Trust to Muslim Model Educational 
Trust) and it was taken over by the Falahi-aam trust. Mr. Ahmadullah worked 
on different positions in this institute as Administrator, as Principal and as 
Secretary. Mr. Gulam Nabi Malik was appointed as its Chairman. Mr. 
Ahmadullah retired as Urdu Lecturer in 1995.171 
Through the establishment of Darsgah-i-Gousia in 1958- a private 
institution where both religious and secular education was imparted- by 
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Ghulam Mustafa Shah (Ratnipora) and Mr. Ghulam Mohidin Aizim Sahib, 
education in Pulwama got further impetus. In addition to general subjects, 
Quranic education, Islamic and Arabic was also taught to students. The 
institution was upgraded to middle standard in 1968. Mir Abdullah, resident of 
Chitragam Pulwama, a renowned personality and who was a member of 
Jamaat-i-Islamia, used to give evening classes for Quranic education & secular 
education to the students of Darsgah-i-Gousia. Domestic science was taught to 
female students which trained them in cooking and washing clothes. 
Government also provided aid for the development of school infrastructure.172 
In 1973, Abdul Gani Lone Education Minister (later Hurriyat Leader) provided 
drill equipment to Darsgah-i-Gousia for the physical development of students. 
The students of Darsgah-i-Gousia took part in inter-district games.  
Mr. Gulam Mohidin Aizim Sahib, Principal of Darsgah–i–Gousia and 
Imam of Jamia Masjid played a leading role towards female education. He 
started door to door campaign for the importance of female education 
especially religious education. Parents were motivated and they sent their 
daughters to the school. However, along with religious education, he also gave 
them secular education. First group of girls who got admission in Darsgah-i-
Gousia were Khati, Aisha Sofi, Asia Malik, Atiqa, Jana. Fata Akhter was the 
first lady who got admitted to this institution on 6, Jan.1962. The parents were 
eager to send their daughters in the said institution and their role enormously 
increased with the passage of time. Aisha Sofi and Atiqa who got education 
from Darsgah-i-Gousia were later appointed as teachers in the same 
institution.173 
Aizim sahib always took special care of girls. He himself inspected the 
classes and used to check note books of the students. He was also appointed as 
the Chairman of Auqaf committee. One more great personality Moulvi 
Muhammad Ashraf, resident of Zadora often visited Darsgah & used to give 
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religious knowledge to females and stressed on female education. He also 
played a leading role towards female education.174 
Mr. Gulam Nabi Malik, resident of Malikpora Pulwama and appointed 
as a teacher in 1966 worked whole heartedly to promote the cause of education 
in the area. He worked as teacher, Headmaster and as Supervisor of Adult 
education. He is considered as one of the chief and prominent figures who 
promoted the ideology of Jamaat-i-Islamia in Pulwama for which he had to 
face hard ships and stiff opposition both from the people of the area as well as 
the state. He also took front against Peer families who taught their daughters 
and discouraged others on the plea that female education was the prerogative of 
the elite class. He was imprisoned for 2 years (1995-1996). He worked as 
Supervisor of Adult Education Programme and was relieved in 2001 from the 
post.175 
Among females who set an example with regard to the growth of female 
education in the area mention may be made of Mala Begum of Dalipora 
Mohalla of town Pulwama. She got her education from Girls Primary School 
Pulwama, was appointed as government teacher in 1955 and worked as 
Headmistress in different schools till her age of retirement in 1993. She has 
been awarded for her dedication as a teacher. She worked in Girls school 
Pulwama during her early years of appointment. After that she joined Girls 
High School Mattan. She opened a primary school namely ‘Salia’ in Anantnag, 
where she worked as Headmistress. She was alone teacher in that school. 
Besides these schools, she worked in Girls Primary School Murran, Rajpora 
High School, Tiken Primary School. After that she opened a Primary Girls 
School in Tahab, 5 Kms away from Pulwama but that was closed only after a 
short period of time due to small roll of girls and was combined with boys 
school Tahab. She spent 25 years in Girls School Naira where she worked as 
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Headmistress.176 There were many social inhibitions that kept females away 
from the schools. Mala Ji describes the situation as:  
“Education to the girls was inconceivable and females who ventured to 
come out of their houses in pursuit of the education were looked down upon 
and were considered as the biggest threat to the social fabric of that time. It was 
only few enlightened families, who had perceived the value of girl education 
that promoted the cause of female education. However, later on female 
education started widening and subjects like Hindi & Kashmiri too were taught 
to the children. Besides these languages, one more course was introduced in 
Girls schools i.e. Intizam-i-Khana Dari (Domestic Science). Girls were trained 
in cooking, washing clothes etc. The course of knitting was also introduced in 
Girls school above 6th class. Sheikh Mohd Abdullah, the then Chief Minister, 
introduced uniform in schools. Earlier, students used to go to schools in their 
traditional dresses. Some of the persons of Pulwama who got education in Boys 
Primary School Pulwama and later got appointed as teacher were Master Wali 
Malik (appointed in 1938 as teacher), Abdul Ahad Wani (appointed as teacher 
in 1942), Abdul Gani Dar (teacher in 1940). This was the 1st batch that got 
education in Boys Primary School and later were appointed as teachers in the 
same school and played a great role towards female education. They tried their 
level best so as to motivate the parents to send their daughters to school”.177 
  Another lady who made significant contribution to women education 
was Shah Ustanji, one of the educated ladies of Dalipora Pulwama. She was 
middle pass and was appointed as teacher in 1950. She died at the age of 85 in 
1993 and is remembered for her dedication and disciplined life. The mission 
was carried ahead by Mehtabji, daughter of Abdul Gani Nengroo (Prichoo 
Pulwama), Jana Bhat (Dalipora), Jana Mir (Dalipora), Zaina Sheikh 
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(Chatapora) were the ladies who started door to door campaign to bring girls 
out of their homes to get education. They used strict policy to motivate girls.178 
Some philanthropist and humanist Hindu teachers like Master Arjan 
Nath and Brijandar Nath of Lajoora, Master Kashi Nath of Ratnipora, Master 
Badrinath of Murran, Master Bansilal of Drusoo and Master Omkarnath of 
Trichal, Late Kashi Nath of Tahab, Late Premnath of Trichal, and Vedlal of 
Monghama, Dinkar Nath of Trichal, Gopi Nath of Hawl motivated parents of 
their areas to send girls to schools. These personalities yielded a tremendous 
respect as teachers and as such their role is unforgettable.179 
In addition to conventional education certain measures were taken to 
impart some sort to technical education to the girls. In the Social Welfare 
centers in Pulwama town (Prichoo) girls were given the training of knitting, 
cutting and drafting. About 2-3 female teachers were employed in these centers 
who gave these girls the training of different courses.180 Similarly, there were 
knitting schools wherein girls were trained in the art of knitting with the help of 
machines. Later on Angarwari centers were opened where poor children were 
provided food items (Daal etc.) and females given knowledge about 
motherhood.181 
Thus the role of public and private school at elementary and secondary 
levels towards female education in Pulwama was really epoch-making. The 
opening of such schools in different rural areas paved the way for slow and 
steady improvements in female education. After mid 60s, parents were by and 
large motivated to send their daughters even to boys or co-educational 
elementary schools. Actually it was element of provision of schools either by 
public or private enterprise at elementary level that became instrumental in the 
development of female education in rural areas which forms at least 80% of 
population. After 1986, the universality of provision of elementary schools was 
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instrumental for stride changes in female education in Pulwama. Thus, the role 
of schools after mid 60s was fruitful for present status of female education of 
this area.182  
  Thus, the improvement in the female education in Block Pulwama is due 
to the different policies adopted by the government from time to time and also 
the role played by the non-governmental organizations particularly Jamaat-i- 
Islamia which left no stone unturned in educating girls.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          
182  Interview with Mr. Nazir Ahmad Andrabi. 
Chapter 4 
 
ince education had been a main causality of the colonial rule and was 
primarily used as an instrument to control the colonized people therefore it 
is not surprising to see that one of the main priorities of the political elite of the 
country after independence was to promote education for using it as an 
instrument of change and thus national development.  Moreover, the leaders 
also realized the importance of girls’ education and had put it as a prime 
agenda for national development.  It is worth to mention that on the eve of 
independence the national female literacy rate was an alarmingly low 8.9 
percent; Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) for girls was 24.8 percent at primary 
level and 4.6 per cent at the upper primary level (in the 11–14 years age 
group).183 Therefore, the social and cultural barriers to education of women and 
lack of access to organized schooling had to be addressed immediately. The 
position was similar throughout all the rural districts of the state of Jammu & 
Kashmir, Pulwama being no exception to it.  
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literacy rate of J&K was 12.95% in 1961 which rose to 54.46% in 2001.Thus 
there was a gain of 41.51%.186 At present there are 432 primary schools, 187 
middle schools, 52 high schools, 31 higher secondary schools, 2 government 
colleges, 1 private college, 217 private schools, 3 ITIs in Pulwama. Degree 
College for women was established in 2005.  
After 1986 when NPE (National policy on Education) was formulated, 
schools for female education were opened in every nook and corner of 
Pulwama. The disparity regarding the provision of elementary and secondary 
education for boys and girls was liquidated and girl children were enrolled in 
boy’s schools as well, leading to great improvement in the female literacy rate 
in Block Pulwama.187 The major achievements in this regard are highlighted as 
under: 
1. Increase in the Number of Female Institutions 
During the period 1960- 1961, there were only 20 primary, 5 middle and 
2 high schools for females in Tehsil Pulwama. But gradually their number 
went on increasing and by the year 2000-2001, there were 232 primary 
schools, 45 middle schools and 11 high/higher secondary schools for females. 
Thus, the number of primary schools increased by more than 11 times 
whereas the number of upper primary schools increased by 9 times and the 
number of high schools increased by more than 5 times from the period 1960-
1961 to 2000-2001.188 Although the trend was not same throughout all the 
years but overall there was a great development from the period 1961 to 2001. 
The following table substantiates these sentences. 
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Number of Government Institutions for General Education in District 
Pulwama 
Year 
Primary Schools Middle Schools 
High/Higher 
Secondary Schools 
Total 
Total Females Total Females Total Females Total Females 
1993-94 579 207 141 42 78 16 804 265 
94-95 579 207 144 42 78 16 804 265 
95-96 579 207 144 42 78 16 804 265 
96-97 571 207 149 42 81 16 824 265 
97-98 573 173 159 44 75 12 810 229 
98-99 602 173 161 44 75 12 838 229 
99-2000 605 176 161 45 75 11 811 232 
2000-2001 605 232 161 45 75 11 844 288 
Source: Information collected from Chief Education Officer, Pulwama 
2. Upswing in Girl’s Enrollment 
According to 1961 census, the total enrollment of females in different 
institutions of Tehsil Pulwama was 1,934. The aggregate enrolled girls in 20 
Primary, 5 Middle ,4 Central and 6 Basic schools was 1,565 where as only 369 
girls were enrolled in two high schools reserved for females. This enrollment 
trend of females in different institutions showed a tremendous improvement by 
the year 2000-2001.At primary stage, the enrollment has increased to 26307, at 
upper primary level it increased to 10600 and at the high/higher secondary, 
level, the enrollment reached to 8830. Thus, the total enrollment of females in 
different institutions increased by more than 23 times from 1,934 in 1960-1961 
to 45737 in 2000-2001. 189  Although in some years the female enrollment 
showed a decline but overall we can say that there was a great improvement in 
the girl’s enrollment since 1961. The following table substantiates these 
sentences. 
 
                                                          
189  Ibid; p.92.  
 Enrolment of females in Education Department /Institutions of 
District Pulwama 
Year 
Primary Schools Middle Schools 
High/Higher 
Secondary Schools 
Total 
Total Females Total Females Total Females Total Females 
93-94 3205 14803 32518 12880 32515 10111 68238 37794 
94-95 32412 12880 32681 12911 32612 10225 97705 36016 
95-96 32914 11881 32721 13201 32719 11293 98354 36375 
96-97 32994 12100 32825 13302 32819 11390 98638 36792 
97-98 54533 24997 12573 6010 7100 2260 74206 73267 
98-99 73417 33621 20888 9392 14675 4792 108980 47805 
99-2000 54422 24892 12880 6828 11328 3879 78630 35599 
2000-2001 52048 26307 21761 10600 22534 8830 96343 45737 
Source: Information collected from Chief Education Officer, Pulwama and Principals of Degree 
Colleges, Pulwama, Tral and Shopian. 
 
3. Declining Dropout Rates and Out-of-School Girls 
The dropout rates in elementary education declined since 1947 and the 
decline was sharper in case of girls. Girl’s dropout rate in 2004-05 was lower 
than for boys, at primary level i.e. 25.42% compared to 31.81% for boys. Since 
2000, girls dropout rates have fallen by 16.5% points in just four years, 
compared to a reduction of only 4.1% points over the entire last decade (1990-
2000).190 With respect to the situation inside the school it is found that the 
repetition rates have been fast declining for girls. Two clear messages that 
underlie this trend are: one that girls who entered the school system did not 
leave easily and two, school efficiency was gradually improving with girls 
completing the elementary cycle of education in lesser time. The number of 
out-of-school children had also been declining rapidly. The district succeeded 
in reducing the dropout rate and never enrolled rate. Village education registers 
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maintained in the schools acted an effective medium for providing information 
on out-of-school children both enrolled and dropouts.191 
4. More Girls Move to Upper Primary 
The trends in transition rates from primary to upper primary were 
positive. The transition rate has improved to around 75 percent.  The gains in 
the transition rates of girls have been higher than that of boys. This has led to 
sharper decline in the gender-gap in transition rates.192 
    Although there was a great achievement in the female literacy rate since 
independence but still the status of women education in the state in general and 
Block Pulwama in particular had not been at par with other states of India viz. 
Kerala etc.  The growth of women education was slow on account of various 
impediments. No doubt almost all of such bottlenecks/problems confronting the 
educational development have been discussed one way or the other in the 
preceding chapters while reviewing and analyzing the progress of education of 
women since independence but it is necessary to have a re-examination on 
these problems at one place in a consolidated form with the point of view of 
suggesting corrective measures and special programmes required to tackle 
these problems.  
Among the major problems which hindered the progress of women 
education in the Block was the excessive engagement of girls with domestic 
and agricultural activities. Being rich in milk production- which no doubt was a 
great boon to its economy- the services of girls in the district were required on 
many fronts viz. rearing and feeding of cattle etc thereby adversely affecting 
the education of the women.  Another reason for the educational backwardness 
of the women of the block was the overall bigger size of the agricultural 
holdings of the people which required abundant labour thus making the women 
to share the burden of agricultural pursuits. Moreover, the females in rural 
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areas particularly those belonging to the poor families were bound to help their 
mothers in domestic work. One bottleneck in female education was the lack of 
separate secondary schools and higher education institutions which would have 
proved fruitful in bridging the gap between male and female education in 
Pulwama.193 Similarly, there were various other problems which the females 
faced in their educational development. A brief account of these problems is 
given below along with measures required for tackling these problems. 
1. Quantitative Task 
One of the major problems of girls' education is the quantitative task 
involved in bridging the gap between educational development of boys and 
girls.  In spite of the stupendous progress of women's education, as reported 
earlier, the enrolment of girls’ constituted only 35 per cent of the total 
enrolment, as against their population proportion of 48 per cent, indicating the 
huge quantitative gap that is required to be bridged to achieve the desired goal 
of equality of educational development between boys and girls. Further, out of 
the estimated out-of-school children of the compulsory age-group 6-14, two-
thirds were girls. Many reasons were found for non-attendance of girls which 
are briefly discussed below:- 
(a) Poverty, illiteracy of parents was the main bottleneck for female 
education. From a very early age, girls had to shoulder the 
responsibility of looking after their younger brothers and sisters and had 
to do household work as well to relieve their parents to go out as 
labourers or to work in the farms. Therefore, such girls could not attend 
the schools for formal education as the school timing was not suitable 
to them.  Also in many communities, particularly in rural areas, the idea 
of sending a girl of 7-8 years age to a school does not find favor. 
Besides that there was general apathy towards co-education is among 
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illiterate parents;194 lack of qualified women teachers had been another 
important factor which constrained the participation rates of girls in 
schools. Parents were not willing to send girls to schools where men 
teacher are teaching;195 
(b) Early marriage and Purdah system and segregation of girls from boys 
from early age adversely affected the enrolment rates of girls. Cultural 
heritage and social constraints in many areas also did hold back the 
girls at home. Parents prefer boys' education to girls' education.  
(c) Inadequate means of communication in rural areas prevent girls from 
attending schools.196 
2. Separate Institutions for Girls 
Owing to cultural and social heritage, parents were reluctant to send 
girls to boy’s schools particularly from middle level and above. But the   
percentage of girls’ institutions to total number of major types of educational 
institutions was too less in comparison to the enrolment proportion of 35. In the 
case of middle and secondary schools, the proportion of girls’ schools was in 
the range of 10 to 14 per cent as against their enrolment proportion of 34 and 
35 per cent respectively. Similarly almost negligible percentage of Higher 
Secondary and Colleges for General Education were exclusively for girls as 
against their enrolment proportion of 30 percent. Although the movement of 
co-education had gained ground and found favor with the educational 
administrators and planners from the point of view of economy and standards 
of education but still there was a great necessity of establishing separate 
institutions for girls, because quite a large number of girls preferred to study in 
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separate institutions, provided facilities for all courses were available and some 
standards were maintained in girls' institutions as in boys' institutions.197 
3. Paucity of Women Teachers 
One of the factors hindering the progress of women's education was the 
inadequacy of the women teachers in educational institutions. Therefore, it was 
not for nothing that one of the main recommendations of almost all the 
committees and commissions, set up from time to time in the field of 
education, was to appoint more women teachers in the institutions in order to 
attract more girls and to improve their enrolment ratios. It was also the 
acceptable view to appoint all women teachers in the mixed pre-primary and 
primary schools. The recommendations also relaxed the educational 
qualifications and training in case of women teachers and provisions regarding 
special facilities like accommodation and special allowances were made to 
attract more women teachers to the profession, particularly in the rural areas.198 
4. Separate Curricula for Girls 
In spite of the recommendations of the Hansa Mehta Committee on the 
differentiation of curricula for boys and girls, which were supported by the 
Education Commission and accepted by the Government of India, many of the 
States continue to prescribe different curricula for boys and girls at the school 
level. Girls' institutions often made provision for courses of Home Science, 
Needle Work and Fine Arts, but had no provision for Science and Mathematics. 
This had an adverse effect, particularly on the teaching of Mathematics and 
Science for girls, consequently resulting in the inadequate supply of women 
teachers in these subjects and thus depriving the facilities of these courses to 
girls attending separate institutions for girls. In view of the socio-economic 
changes and development of career consciousness and economic liberty among 
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women, the differentiation in curriculum, facilities available to them adversely 
affect their educational development and employment prospects.199 
5. Lack of Transport Facilities 
Lack of transport facilities, particularly in rural areas for girls to attend 
middle and secondary schools, sufficiently far away from their habitations was 
one of the major causes of the large-scale drop-out of girls after completing 
lower primary education.200 
6. Inadequate Hostel Facilities 
Many girls desirous of pursuing education above middle level could not 
do so as the facilities for the same were available far away from their homes.  
Girls, particularly belonging to lower strata of the society would 
continue their education at middle and above levels, provided they get free or 
cheaper residential facilities nearer the educational institution.201 
7. Fixed Schooling Hours and Unattractive School Environment 
Fixed schooling hours did not suit girls in rural areas, as they had to 
perform a large number of domestic activities both at home or in farms and 
fields for collecting fire-wood, coal waste, cow dung and fetching water during 
these hours. This was one of the causes of lower participation rates of girls in 
school education. The enrolment rates of girls and their retention could have 
been improved had educational facilities made available to girls during the 
period suitable to them, when they are free from domestic chores.202 
Nevertheless, most of the girls did not attend schools or dropped out 
after initial enrolment, because of lack of physical facilities and congenial 
environment in schools, particularly in case of mixed schools. Lack of proper 
place for girls' sitting in the class- rooms, non-availability of separate toilets for 
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girls, absence of separate arrangements for games and sports, existence of 
widespread rowdyism (a rough and quarrelsome behavior) by boys, existence 
of un-kind and discriminating attitude of teachers, and mainly atmosphere in 
the institutions adversely affected the enrolment rates of girls in schools.203 
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Conclusion 
“A woman is the mother of the nation and the country where the 
mother is cultured and well-educated is bound to prosper”  
  (Mahatma Gandhi).     
 The position of women in Kashmir during the period 1947-2000 reveals 
alternating phases of stagnation and progressive change. The traditional system 
of learning mostly imparted in the priestly run and managed institutions known 
as Maktabs and Pathshalas, wherein along with men a microscopic minority of 
women from the respectable families also studied, survived with varying 
fortunes up to 1947. However after 1947, status of education in general and 
education of women in particular considerably improved, especially on account 
of the positive approach of the government. Not only did the state witness 
significant improvement in the educational infrastructure particularly in the 
rural areas, facilitating the spread of education to far flung areas, but the overall 
improvement in the living conditions of the people also greatly motivated the 
people for educating their wards.   
No doubt the Christian missionaries propelled by the proselytizing zeal 
brought a remarkable transformation in the outlook of the elite followed by the 
education of women, though on a very small scale however, owing to the 
prevalence of social taboos and orthodoxy of the different social classes’ 
women education continued to be a casualty even after 1947.  It was under the 
influence of various religious organizations that the traditional outlook largely 
responsible for the confinement of women to the domestic sphere considerably 
weakened, making women education possible on larger scale. Nevertheless, the 
pro-female education recommendations of various commissions’ set up from 
time to time and policies framed by the government significantly helped in the 
spread of modern education among women.   
Although, women of the block under reference lived quite a similar life 
as their counterparts in the Kashmir valley; responded to the changing times 
with varying capacities by creating their own ways of adjustment and 
accommodation, and lived a life completely dominated by tradition, leading to 
their confinement around the family, however, there is no denying the fact that 
they faced a paradoxical situation in the sense that while as their social role was 
projected as minimum and peripheral, they participated in all activities outside 
their homes particularly working with men on the agricultural fields in addition 
to their domestic jobs. It goes without saying that being mainly an agrarian 
society the economic conditions of the people on account of the regressive 
taxation policy of the Dogras were not good enough to favour the education of 
females. Despite the fact that some schools were established in pre-1947 period 
like Girls Primary School Pulwama (located in Dalipora Mohalla of Pulwama 
town) and Jabriya schools, where  boys and girls were forcibly motivated 
towards education, were also setup but the status of education owing to the 
cumulative effect of several factors viz. the dearth of educational institutions 
and the economic backwardness of the people to finance the cost of educating 
their children and above all, the preaching’s of religious leaders could not 
register any progress.  
The situation started improving after1947 when the government started 
taking keen interest in the work of the emancipation of women. Besides 
building up a network of educational institutions, various other initiatives in the 
form of centre\state supported schemes, especially for the females were taken 
to improve the status of women. The various schemes of the government viz. 
Operation Black Board, Mid-day Meal Scheme and District Primary Education 
Programme (DPEP) led to drastic increase in the enrollment of girls and 
reduction in their drop-out rate. The MDM (Mid day Meal Scheme) proved a 
sought of attraction for girls towards education. Moreover, the Adult Education 
scheme in Pulwama proved very effective for the female education. 
Moreover, the transformation of the rural economy and the shift towards 
commercial agriculture, substantially increasing the income of the big chunk of 
the population motivated the well off sections of the society to contribute to the 
development of education through the establishment of private schools. Among 
the private organizations, the contribution of Jamaat-i-Islamia remained 
comparatively greater than any other social movement in the block. Through 
the establishment of a network of private schools with emphasis on moral and 
religious education, the Jamaat managed to motivate the parents for the 
education of their daughters. Besides that some individuals also played a 
painstaking role towards female education by not only providing material 
support but also by sparing time to serve the cause of female education at times 
at the cost of their own luxuries. Very often they had to bear the brunt of the 
ignorant sections of the society who were reluctant to shun with the traditional 
outlook and stiffly resisted their door to door campaign of motivating the 
parents and girl children to enroll for school education.   
The progressive policy of the state together with the supportive role of 
various religious organizations and individuals resulted in a tremendous 
increase in the rate of enrollment of girls. In fact, the number of women 
holding higher positions in different departments of the state increased 
considerably since 1947. However, while as the growth of literacy in females 
increased at a faster rate than male literacy, still the gap between male and 
female literacy rates could not be reduced down. Also in comparison to the 
educational status of women in other parts of India as well as the average 
literacy rate of men in the state / block the average literacy rate of women was 
considerably low.    
Having said that it would not be out of place to mention here that 
although there was a tremendous improvement in female education since 1947, 
however, the fact remains that many factors which impeded the growth of 
female education viz. massive ignorance and traditional outlook, persistent 
poverty, over- dependence on agriculture with large holding size, and societal 
prejudices etc. could not be eradicated out. The study highlights the importance 
of having a separate curriculum for girls and also the need to suitably adjust 
school timing to check the drop-out rates.   
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Appendices 
GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR FEMALES 
IN J&K 
Table 1: Number of Primary Schools 
Source:  Education Department J&K. 
 
Graphical representation 
 
Year Females Female schools per 100 
male %age Female schools 
1950-51 175 19 16 
1955-56 270 17 14 
1960-61 545 24 19 
1965-66 1232 38 13 
1968-69 1431 41 29 
1974-75 1979 52 34 
1977-78 2391 58 37 
1979-80 2561 57 36 
1980-81 2681 57 36 
1985-86 2827 56 36 
1989-90 2983 50 33 
1990-91 3042 49 33 
1995-96 3005 40 29 
1999-2000 2982 38 27 
  
NUMBER OF MIDDLE SCHOOLS 
Table 2 
Year Females Female schools per 100 male 
1950-51 37 36 
1955-56 43 20 
1960-61 72 16 
1965-66 241 27 
1968-69 292 29 
1974-75 476 35 
1977-78 522 35 
1979-80 532 36 
1980-81 537 36 
1985-86 556 34 
1989-90 569 32 
1990-91 583 31 
1995-96 611 25 
1999-2000 651 23 
Source: Education Department J&K. 
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NUMBER OF HIGH/HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
Table 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Education Department J&K. 
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Year Females Female schools per 
100 male 
%age Female schools 
1950-51 7 15 13 
1955-56 26 30 23 
1960-61 46 23 18 
1965-66 87 26 21 
1968-69 108 24 20 
1974-75 147 26 21 
1977-78 158 27 21 
1979-80 169 27 22 
1980-81 173 27 21 
1985-86 210 27 22 
1989-90 222 23 18 
1990-91 223 22 18 
1995-96 188 16 14 
1999-2000 251 20 17 
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Number of Colleges for General Education 
Table 4 
Source: Education Department J&K. 
Graphical representation 
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Year Females Female schools per 100 male %age  Female schools 
1950-51 2 29 22 
1955-56 2 20 17 
1960-61 2 20 17 
1965-66 4 31 24 
1968-69 4 31 24 
1974-75 7 47 32 
1977-78 7 47 32 
1979-80 7 47 32 
1980-81 7 47 32 
1985-86 7 44 30 
1989-90 9 39 28 
1990-91 9 39 28 
1995-96 8 32 24 
1999-2000 8 32 24 
  
 
PRIVATE RECOGNISED EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR FEMALES 
IN J&K 
Number of Primary Schools 
Table 5 
Year Females 
1950-51 13 
1955-56 23 
1960-61 36 
1965-66 41 
1968-69 38 
1974-75 7 
1977-78 6 
1979-80 12 
1980-81 NA 
1985-86 24 
1989-90 34 
1990-91 48 
1993-94 NA 
1994-95 NA 
1995-96 NA 
1999-2000 23 
Source: Education Department J&K. 
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Number of Middle Schools 
Table 6 
Year Females 
1950-51 1 
1955-56 3 
1960-61 3 
1965-66 4 
1968-69 7 
1974-75 7 
1977-78 8 
1979-80 5 
1980-81 NA 
1985-86 13 
1989-90 15 
1990-91 24 
1993-94 NA 
1994-95 NA 
1995-96 NA 
1999-2000 19 
Source: Education Department J&K. 
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 Number of High/Higher Secondary Schools 
Table 7 
Year Females 
1950-51 5 
1955-56 7 
1960-61 8 
1965-66 14 
1968-69 15 
1974-75 21 
1977-78 23 
1979-80 17 
1980-81 20 
1985-86 23 
1989-90 16 
1990-91 15 
1993-94 NA 
1994-95 NA 
1995-96 NA 
1999-2000 17 
       Source: Education Department J&K. 
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Block Pulwama 
Village wise Literacy rates 
Table 8 
1961 Census 
S.No Village 
No. of 
households 
Population 1961 Census Literacy %age 
Female Male Female Total Male Female Total 
1 Aribal 55 250 210 460 180 35 215 16 
2 Arigam 58 195 149 344 12 0 12 0 
3 Ashmander 36 110 91 201 28 5 33 15 
4 Bandzoo 100 380 340 720 85 10 95 11 
5 Barpora 30 103 78 181 11 1 12 8 
6 Boonura 75 209 185 394 30 7 37 19 
7 Chewikhurd 39 118 93 211 27 0 27 0 
8 Chewikalan 89 247 237 484 45 0 45 0 
9 Dadoora 52 206 174 380 41 0 41 0 
10 Deeri 73 224 174 398 60 8 68 12 
11 Drussu 117 339 310 649 113 23 136 17 
12 Frasipora 37 125 105 230 4 0 4 0 
13 Gusu 135 440 393 833 76 2 78 3 
14 Hawal 63 205 175 380 98 22 120 18 
15 Jandwal 48 146 129 275 3 0 3 0 
16 Kalulo 50 146 125 271 12 0 12 0 
17 Kangan 99 303 246 549 41 0 41 0 
18 Karimabad 174 561 478 1039 136 20 156 13 
19 Kuchaypora 38 135 106 241 1 0 1 0 
20 Koil 298 912 761 1673 142 5 147 3 
21 Lajoora 182 538 450 988 138 11 149 7 
22 M U Pora 75 270 265 535 180 90 270 33 
0
5
10
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20
25
23 Mughalpora 33 121 88 209 11 0 11 0 
24 Malangpora 97 320 264 584 48 0 48 0 
25 Mandina 62 184 176 360 9 0 9 0 
26 Mitrigam 57 211 178 389 30 0 30 0 
27 Monghama 85 254 193 447 46 9 55 16 
28 Muchpona 85 370 360 730 130 45 175 26 
29 Murran 311 1022 835 1857 343 37 380 10 
30 Nikas 52 153 117 270 10 0 10 0 
31 Othmulla 52 166 127 293 9 0 9 0 
32 Pathan 91 285 274 559 33 0 33 0 
33 Payer 80 300 280 580 65 0 65 0 
34 Puchal 68 172 148 320 31 0 31 0 
35 Pulwama 505 1477 1197 2674 334 71 405 18 
36 Rakhi Lajoora 100 400 390 790 200 80 280 29 
37 Rajmahal 12 41 35 76 1 0 1 0 
38 Sanzwatro 47 130 125 255 30 5 35 14 
39 Talangam 37 112 92 204 10 3 13 23 
40 Tenghar 52 167 139 306 15 0 15 0 
41 Tengpona 101 325 280 605 58 3 61 5 
42 Thumna 21 54 40 94 3 0 3 0 
43 Uzrampathri 33 117 107 224 4 0 4 0 
44 Wagam 48 139 89 228 13 0 13 0 
TOTAL 3952 12682 10808 23490 2896 492 3388 15 
Source: Census of India, 1961 (J&K), District Census Handbook, District Pulwama. 
Block Pulwama 
Village wise Literacy rates 
Table 9 
1971 Census 
S.No Village 
No. of 
households 
Population 1971 Census Literacy %age 
Female Male Female Total Male Female Total 
1 Aribal 75 295 270 560 300 90 390 23 
2 Arigam 67 238 209 447 47 0 47 0 
3 Ashmander 44 136 119 255 39 9 48 19 
4 Bandzoo 119 422 369 791 100 16 116 14 
5 Barpora 32 135 97 232 34 4 38 11 
6 Boonura 76 259 216 475 75 30 105 29 
7 Chewikhurd 40 149 128 277 39 2 41 5 
8 Chewikalan 93 336 288 624 86 6 92 7 
9 Dadoora 60 268 230 498 66 2 68 3 
10 Deeri 77 284 218 502 77 10 87 11 
11 Drussu 133 460 396 856 230 39 269 14 
12 Frasipora 44 162 147 309 21 0 21 0 
13 Gusu 147 540 475 1015 141 7 148 5 
14 Hawal 77 206 215 421 128 53 181 29 
15 Jandwal 63 260 221 481 23 1 24 4 
16 Kalulo 55 178 167 345 31 3 34 9 
17 Kangan 104 359 302 661 90 2 92 2 
18 Karimabad 186 749 609 1358 229 47 276 17 
19 Kuchaypora 22 70 62 132 45 13 58 22 
20 Koil 328 1144 1007 2151 256 25 281 9 
21 Lajoora 200 696 592 1288 219 46 265 17 
22 M U Pora 85 300 305 605 230 130 360 36 
23 Mughalpora 25 96 81 177 10 1 11 9 
24 Malangpora 116 468 398 866 114 8 122 7 
25 Mandina 68 223 211 434 52 5 57 9 
26 Mitrigam 77 268 222 490 92 4 96 4 
27 Monghama 93 291 225 516 92 14 106 13 
28 Muchpona 100 400 410 810 160 60 220 27 
29 Murran 356 1276 1078 2354 518 57 575 10 
30 Nikas 64 197 163 360 36 3 39 8 
31 Othmulla 58 211 168 379 46 7 53 13 
32 Pathan 95 368 282 650 107 20 127 16 
33 Payer 99 374 306 680 83 1 84 1 
34 Puchal 70 210 173 383 36 2 38 5 
35 Pulwama 409 1476 1192 2668 507 176 683 26 
36 Rakhi Lajoora 120 480 470 950 270 150 420 36 
37 Rajmahal 16 63 62 125 2 0 2 0 
38 Sanzwatro 47 130 125 255 30 5 35 14 
39 Talangam 54 243 224 467 70 7 77 9 
40 Tenghar 13 57 44 101 10 1 11 9 
41 Tengpona 115 456 387 843 103 14 117 12 
42 Thumna 23 67 60 127 4 0 4 0 
43 Uzrampathri 42 155 155 310 24 6 30 20 
44 Wagam 50 156 132 288 47 5 52 10 
TOTAL 4237 15311 13210 28516 4919 1081 6000 18 
Source: Census of India, 1971 (J&K), District Census Handbook, District Pulwama. 
Block Pulwama 
Village wise Literacy rates 
Table 10 
1981 Census 
S.No Village No. of 
households 
Population 1981 Census Literacy %age 
Female Male Female Total Male Female Total 
1 Aribal 90 350 340 690 350 180 530 34 
2 Arigam 76 342 291 633 68 16 84 19 
3 Ashmander 50 193 157 350 60 23 83 28 
4 Bandzoo 145 526 505 1031 165 34 199 17 
5 Barpora 45 177 145 322 238 73 311 23 
6 Boonura 88 334 289 623 101 36 137 26 
7 Chewikalan 47 191 167 358 71 19 90 21 
8 Chewikhurd 47 191 167 358 71 19 90 21 
9 Dadoora 82 328 281 609 108 22 130 17 
10 Deeri 90 330 286 616 120 28 148 19 
11 Drussu 165 597 550 1147 297 123 420 29 
12 Frasipora 54 210 199 409 8 1 9 11 
13 Gusu 191 667 632 1299 235 42 277 15 
14 Hawal 78 247 235 482 140 85 225 38 
15 Jandwal 65 251 231 482 65 30 95 32 
16 Kalulo 65 230 237 467 54 19 73 26 
17 Kangan 124 497 455 952 136 23 159 14 
18 Karimabad 235 888 778 1666 126 32 158 20 
19 Kuchaypora 21 78 80 158 44 21 65 32 
20 Koil 381 1388 1352 2740 540 148 688 22 
21 Lajoora 229 885 825 1710 356 144 500 29 
22 M U Pora 100 350 360 710 260 150 410 37 
23 Mughalpora 32 133 114 247 31 6 37 16 
24 Malangpora 153 627 574 1201 217 37 254 15 
25 Mandina 75 268 237 505 77 5 82 6 
26 Mitrigam 90 340 295 635 149 24 173 14 
27 Monghama 97 339 293 632 7 14 21 67 
28 Muchpona 120 490 470 960 190 80 270 30 
29 Murran 410 1564 1417 2981 620 155 775 20 
30 Nikas 67 266 227 493 65 10 75 13 
31 Othmulla 79 266 214 480 56 14 70 20 
32 Pathan 116 455 396 851 225 84 309 27 
33 Payer 126 493 447 940 109 19 128 15 
34 Puchal 82 262 238 500 73 13 86 15 
35 Pulwama 1090 4048 3683 7731 1558 641 2199 29 
36 Rakhi Lajoora 150 515 500 1015 315 185 500 37 
37 Rajmahal 19 58 78 136 8 2 10 20 
38 Sanzwatro 47 157 158 315 42 11 53 21 
39 Talangam 72 347 302 649 100 34 134 25 
40 Tenghar 84 268 265 533 62 13 75 17 
41 Tengpona 149 545 547 1092 203 76 279 27 
42 Thumna 26 96 77 173 14 0 14 0 
43 Uzrampathri 57 177 204 381 33 0 33 0 
44 Wagam 57 217 189 406 76 22 98 22 
TOTAL 5666 21181 19487 40668 7843 2713 10556 26 
Source: Census of India, 1981 (J&K), District Census Handbook, District Pulwama. 
Block Pulwama 
Village wise Literacy rates 
Table 11 
2001 Census 
S.No Village 
No. of 
households 
Population 2001 Census Literacy 
%age 
Female 
Male Female Total Male Female Total  
1 Aribal 118 474 467 941 414 246 660 37 
2 Arigam 176 585 617 1202 415 293 708 41 
3 Ashmander 67 243 231 474 169 91 260 35 
4 Barpora 79 241 240 481 153 70 223 31 
5 Bandzoo 231 829 816 1645 440 255 695 37 
6 Boonura 155 634 542 1176 386 205 591 35 
7 Chewikalan 174 653 615 1268 351 186 537 35 
8 Chewikhurd 84 277 279 556 159 100 259 39 
9 Dadoora 136 494 435 929 253 124 377 33 
10 Deeri 128 458 446 904 228 125 353 35 
11 Drussu 211 831 672 1503 638 316 954 33 
12 Frasipora 92 345 343 688 129 81 210 39 
13 Gusu 268 1167 1065 2232 646 417 1063 39 
14 Hawal 51 151 133 284 77 44 121 36 
15 Jandwal 109 378 384 762 209 167 376 44 
16 Kalulo 102 333 347 680 190 151 341 44 
17 Kangan 206 806 780 1586 454 220 674 33 
18 Karimabad 374 1431 1470 2901 949 593 1542 38 
19 Koil 539 1980 1849 3829 1111 722 1833 39 
20 Kuchaypora 28 113 89 202 45 21 66 32 
21 Lajoora 296 1148 1032 2180 735 439 1174 37 
22 M U Pora 125 437 430 867 298 208 506 41 
23 Malangpora 245 1437 936 2373 1069 415 1484 28 
24 Mandina 125 424 403 827 189 103 292 35 
25 Mitrigam 146 524 501 1025 305 169 474 36 
26 Monghama 130 456 431 887 206 845 1051 80 
27 Muchpona 166 577 570 1147 204 111 315 35 
28 Mughalpora 80 275 237 512 139 74 213 35 
29 Murran 610 1962 1944 3906 1176 818 1994 41 
30 Nikas 121 554 434 988 388 181 569 32 
31 Othmulla 115 448 443 891 339 198 537 37 
32 Pathan 158 678 591 1269 351 238 589 40 
33 Payer 198 678 625 1303 406 251 657 38 
34 Puchal 109 383 346 729 231 135 366 37 
35 Pulwama 1971 7877 6354 14231 5556 2779 8335 33 
36 Rajmahal 31 119 118 237 57 36 93 39 
37 Rakhi Lajoora 197 693 704 1397 439 267 706 38 
38 Sanzwatro 70 237 212 449 113 52 165 32 
39 Talangam 115 414 379 793 275 160 435 37 
40 Tenghar 33 106 104 210 51 31 82 38 
41 Tengpona 191 761 796 1557 345 250 595 42 
42 Thumna 40 158 140 298 94 60 154 39 
43 Uzrampathri 75 249 278 527 147 102 249 41 
44 Wagam 92 321 314 635 194 86 280 31 
TOTAL 8767 33339 30142 63481 20723 12435 33158 38 
Source: Census of India, 2001 (J&K), District Census Handbook, District Pulwama. 
 
Percentage of Female literacy 1961 to 2001(Block Pulwama) 
Table 12 
 
Census 
year 
No. of 
households 
Population Literacy %age 
Female Male Female Total Male Female Total 
1961 3952 12682 10808 23490 2896 492 3388 15 
1971 4237 15311 13210 28516 4919 1081 6000 18 
1981 5666 21181 19487 40668 7843 2713 10556 26 
2001 8767 33339 30142 63481 20723 12435 33158 38 
Note: No census was conducted in 1991. 
Source: District census Handbook, District Pulwama, Reports for 1961, 71, 81, 2001. 
 
Number of female teachers in different institutions of District Pulwama  
Table 13 
Year 
Primary Schools Middle Schools 
High/Higher 
Secondary Schools 
Total 
Total Females Total Females Total Females Total Females 
1996-97 1568 435 1295 242 890 146 3753 823 
1997-98 1148 465 720 390 972 308 2840 1163 
1998-99 1781 480 1148 410 1344 345 4306 1240 
1999-2000 1797 492 1157 417 1355 352 4352 1271 
2000-01 1822 521 1283 439 1373 362 4523 1334 
01-02 1250 343 1353 440 1222 206 3883 995 
02-03 1250 343 1353 440 1222 206 3885 996 
03-04 2132 750 1673 550 1222 206 5100 1524 
04-05 1959 621 1896 722 1329 321 5231 1673 
Source: Information collected from the official documents of Chief Education officer, Pulwama, 
Principal, Degree College Pulwama, Tral and Shopian. 
 
 
 
 
List of Government Schools of Zone Pulwama 
Table 14 
S.No Tehsil Block Name of the school 
1 Pulwama Pulwama M.S.New Colony Pul. 
2 Pulwama Pulwama M.S.Dangerpora 
3 Pulwama Pulwama M.S.Washbugh 
4 Pulwama Pulwama M.S. Prichoo 
5 Pulwama Pulwama UPS Dalipora 
6 Pulwama Pulwama BPS Chatapora 
7 Pulwama Pulwama GPS Prichoo 
8 Pulwama Pulwama GPS Sirnoo 
9 Pulwama Pulwama GPS peer Mohalla 
10 Pulwama Pulwama GPS Babgund 
11 Pulwama Pulwama PS  Malikpora 
12 Pulwama Pulwama CHS Pulwama 
13 Pulwama Pulwama GHHS Pulwama 
14 Pulwama Pulwama H.S Puchal 
15 Awantipora Awantipora HS  Malangpora 
16 Pulwama Pulwama HS Lajoora 
17 Pulwama Pulwama GMS Lajoora 
18 Awantipora Awantipora UPS Sonrigund 
19 Awantipora Awantipora PS Malangpora 
20 Pulwama Pulwama PS Puchal 
21 Pulwama Pulwama PS-K Lajoora 
22 Pulwama Pulwama PS Lajoora 
23 Pulwama Pulwama Ps-M.U Pora 
24 Pulwama Pulwama PS Kulloo 
25 Pulwama Pulwama PS Mir Mohalla  Lajoora 
26 Pulwama Pulwama HS Murran 
27 Pulwama Pulwama GMS Murran 
28 Pulwama Pulwama Ups Kangan 
29 Pulwama Pulwama UPS Monghama 
30 Pulwama Pulwama PS Bonbagh Murran 
31 Pulwama Pulwama GPS Mitrigam 
32 Pulwama Pulwama PS Watchpora 
33 Pulwama Pulwama PS Ashmander 
34 Pulwama Pulwama BPS Kangan 
35 Pulwama Pulwama PS Nadipora 
36 Pulwama Pulwama BPS Hardpora 
37 Pulwama Pulwama BPS Deeri 
38 Pulwama Pulwama GPS Kharpora 
39 Pulwama Pulwama UPS Dadoora 
40 Pulwama Pulwama GPS Sheikhpora 
41 Pulwama Pulwama HS Pathan 
42 Pulwama Pulwama GPS Pathan 
43 Pulwama Pulwama BMS Talangam 
44 Pulwama Pulwama GPS Talangam 
45 Pulwama Pulwama GPS Sanzwatro 
46 Pulwama Pulwama UPS Manduna 
47 Pulwama Pulwama CS R. Lajoora 
48 Pulwama Pulwama BPS Nagin 
49 Pulwama Pulwama BPS  Tengpona 
50 Pulwama Pulwama GPS Tengpona 
51 Pulwama Pulwama GMS Hawl 
52 Pulwama Pulwama PS Kuchaypora 
53 Pulwama Pulwama UPS Uthmulla 
54 Pulwama Pulwama PS Nikas 
55 Pulwama Pulwama PS Aribal 
56 Pulwama Pulwama UPS Uzrampathri 
57 Pulwama Pulwama UPS Arigam 
58 Pulwama Pulwama BHSS Koil 
59 Pulwama Pulwama GMS Koil 
60 Pulwama Pulwama BMS Payer 
61 Pulwama Pulwama UPS payer 
62 Pulwama Pulwama UPS Tenghar 
63 Pulwama Pulwama K.G.V.B Mugalpora 
64 Pulwama Pulwama GPS Bongam Koil 
65 Pulwama Pulwama GPS Goferwani Koil 
66 Pulwama Pulwama BPS Mugalpora 
67 Pulwama Pulwama BPS Muchpona 
68 Pulwama Pulwama BPS Darnadi 
69 Pulwama Pulwama GPS Rangmulla 
70 Pulwama Pulwama PS New colony 
71 Pulwama Pulwama SSA PS Frasipora 
72 Pulwama Pulwama PS Frasipora 
73 Pulwama Pulwama GPS Gusoo 
74 Pulwama Pulwama UPS Chewikalan 
75 Pulwama Pulwama BMS Gusoo 
76 Pulwama Pulwama PS Gusoo 
77 Pulwama Pulwama GPS Chewikalan 
78 Pulwama Pulwama UPS Wagam 
79 Pulwama Pulwama PS T.Wagam 
80 Pulwama Pulwama UPS Chewikhurd 
81 Pulwama Pulwama GMS K.Abad 
82 Pulwama Pulwama PS Barpora 
83 Pulwama Pulwama PS Chek-K. Abad 
84 Pulwama Pulwama HS  K.Abad 
85 Pulwama Pulwama BMS Boonura 
86 Pulwama Pulwama GMS Boonura 
87 Pulwama Pulwama PS Drussu 
88 Pulwama Pulwama UPS Drussu 
89 Pulwama Pulwama PS Bandzoo 
90 Pulwama Pulwama PS Jandwal 
91 Pulwama Pulwama CS Bandzoo 
92 Pulwama Pulwama UPS Jandwal 
93 Pulwama Pulwama PS Rajmahal 
94 Pulwama Pulwama PS Reshwani 
95 Pulwama Pulwama PS Thamuna 
96 Pulwama Pulwama HS Bandzoo 
Source: Information collected from the official records of Zonal Education Office (ZEO office) 
Pulwama. 
 
 
 
List of Private Schools of Zone Pulwama 
Table 15 
S.No Tehsil Block Name of the school 
1 Pulwama Pulwama Zikra Instt. 
2 Pulwama Pulwama Dolphin 
3 Pulwama Pulwama M.M.E.T 
4 Pulwama Pulwama Saadi Memorial 
5 Pulwama Pulwama NIET Pulwama 
6 Pulwama Pulwama Bristol Hall 
7 Pulwama Pulwama Saadi Kids 
8 Pulwama Pulwama Holy Mission 
9 Pulwama Pulwama Shani Kashmir 
10 Pulwama Pulwama Good Shepherd 
11 Pulwama Pulwama Holy Blossom 
12 Pulwama Pulwama Al-Shamas 
13 Pulwama Pulwama Radiant School 
14 Pulwama Pulwama Al-Habeeb 
15 Pulwama Pulwama Max-well 
16 Pulwama Pulwama King son 
17 Pulwama Pulwama Shining Garden 
18 Pulwama Pulwama Alamdar Public H/S Koil 
19 Pulwama Pulwama Holy Messenger Koil 
20 Pulwama Pulwama Shining Model payer 
21 Pulwama Pulwama Sunshine Muchpona 
22 Pulwama Pulwama Al-Nad Puchal 
23 Pulwama Pulwama Darul-Huda Puchal 
24 Pulwama Pulwama Green Land Lajoora 
25 Pulwama Pulwama Hanfia Lajoora 
26 Awantipora Awantipora Darul-Huda Malangpora 
27 Pulwama Pulwama Moon Light  Narwa 
28 Pulwama Pulwama Al-Noor Manduna 
29 Pulwama Pulwama IMI Pathan 
30 Pulwama Pulwama Shahi Hamdan Tengpona 
31 Pulwama Pulwama Iqra Noorani Gusoo 
32 Pulwama Pulwama Morning Star K.Abad 
33 Pulwama Pulwama Public High School  Gusoo 
34 Pulwama Pulwama Shahi Hamdan Murran 
35 Pulwama Pulwama M.A. Azad  Bandzoo 
36 Pulwama Pulwama Alamdar P/S Bandzoo 
37 Pulwama Pulwama Sheikh-ul-alam Hawl 
38 Pulwama Pulwama Mohamada  Uthmulla 
39 Pulwama Pulwama Holy  Star Drussu 
40 Pulwama Pulwama Gousia Public M/S Pul. 
Source: Information collected from the official records of Zonal Education Office (ZEO office) 
Pulwama. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
